
Networking for the Networked Challenged 



Objectives 

• What Networking IS - and what it’s NOT 

• Networking: 

– How to 

– Who to 

– When to 

– Where to 

• What to Say, How to Say It 

• How to Keep it Going 

 



Networking IS 

• A way to develop important, long-lasting relationships 

– Relationships are the foundation of networking 

• A way to be helpful to others and gain others help 

• A way to learn more information about your own 
organization, and other organizations in your industry 

• An investment in your future 



Networking is NOT 

• Only asking people to help you 

• An excuse for marketing a product or service 

• A way to stalk someone 

• Glad-handing (schmoozing) 

 



How to Network 

How to Win Friends and Influence People 

• Smile 

• Ask a question 

• Listen 

• Business cards 

• Use the person’s name 

 

 



Who to Network With 

At work 

• on your team 

• on other teams 

• with your Boss’s peers (permission 
suggested) 

 

Outside of Work 

• at the Gym 

• at Church 

• at your kid’s school 

 

 



When and Where to Network 

Networking is an Every-Day Occurrence 

• During phone calls 

• At project meetings 

• Alumni groups / activities 

• Professional Organizations 

• Social events 

• Volunteer work, hobby groups 

 



What to Say, and How  

• Questions are great starters 

– What brings you here? 

– How’d you get started in this business? 

– What tips do you have for someone just starting to play golf? 

 

• Conversation builders 

– Give me an example 

– You mentioned….  what got you interested in that? 

– Oh, tell me more about that  

 

• Moving on 

– I’ll send you that info – what’s your email address? 

– Here comes Tom – have you two met? 

 

 

 



Keeping your Network Alive 

Stay in touch 

• Weekly 

• Monthly 

• Quarterly 

• Semi-annually 



Networking in Review 

• Introvert or Extrovert, you can be a successful 
networker 

 

• Focus on building relationships 

– Be interested, rather than interesting 

 

• Build your plan: 

– Build your network inside your organization 

– Identify professional organization meetings as 
networking opportunities 

– Network with new people twice per week 

 



Let WorkLife4You  
Make Your Life a Little Easier! 

Contact WorkLife4You 24/7: 
 
1-877-WL4-NOAA - (1-877-954-6622)  
(TTY: 1-800-873-1322)  
 
http://www.worklife4you.com  

Look for the Member Login box 

Not a registered member yet? Follow the “Start Now” link and 
enter Registration Code: noaa 




