
WFO Dodge City, Kansas 
NOAA, NWS 
Gold Medal 

Personal and Professional Excellence 
 
Nominee Information: 
 

Nominee Name (or 
Organization Name) 

Bureau, 
First 
Subdivision 
(Ex. –  
NOAA, 
National 
Weather 
Service)  

Position 
Title 

Pay Plan, 
Series, and 
Grade 

Nominee is 
Eligible 
Based on 
Current 
Rating of 
Record  

Past Awards 
 

WFO Dodge City, 
KS 

NWS/CR             Yes Bronze, 
1999 

 
The Department of Commerce limits group nominations to 10 members and joint organizational 
nominations to    3 organizational units. 
 

  As the nominator, I certify, through checking the box to the left of this statement, that the 
nominee(s) listed above have a minimum current rating of record of Level 4 or higher; 
Commendable or higher; Eligible (Demo); or Meets or Exceeds Expectations (Two-Level).  If any 
nominee has a current rating of record of Level 3 or Fully Successful, a separate, one-page justification 
which details the specific reasons why the award is recommended must be attached to this nomination. 
 
Nominator’s Name and Phone Number:  Larry Ruthi  620-225-6514 x642 
 
Medal Type (select Gold or Silver from drop-down): Gold 
 
Nomination Type (select one from drop-down):  Organizational 
 
Category (select one from drop-down): Personal and Professional Excellence 
 
What is the significance of this accomplishment? (Maximum of 200 characters) 
 
This question is designed to give an overview of the importance of the contribution. The response should focus on the value 
of the accomplishment in concrete, results-oriented terms.  
 
A 26 min warning resulted in only 11 fatalities from an EF5 tornado that destroyed more than 90% of 
Greensburg.  Local officials estimate 100s of residents were saved due to the early warning.   

http://www.wfm.noaa.gov/awards/goldsilver/goldsilver_categories.html


 
Describe how this accomplishment exceeds the performance expectations of the individual(s) or 
organization(s). (Maximum of 300 characters) 
 
Use this section to provide a compelling statement describing how the nominee exceeded performance expectations as 
opposed to merely doing his or her job.  Please note, while exceeding a performance metric and contributing to the 
accomplishment of the Department’s organizational mission and strategic goals is laudable, it does not necessarily evidence 
exceptional work above that which would have been expected by the nominee in the normal course of his or her job.  The 
impact of the nominee’s accomplishment must be truly exceptional and reflect only the highest level of achievement in the 
Department. 

A 26 min warning nearly doubled the NWS goal of 14 min.   After the tornado, WFO DDC provided 
weather support for a hazardous material leak; provided weather briefings for recovery personnel; and 
prepared daily spot forecasts for debris burning through May 25th.  

I. Certificate Citation: (Maximum of 150 characters) 
 
The certificate citation must begin with the word, “For” followed by a statement, which summarizes the accomplishment.  
(Example - For developing a technique to estimate current and historic rates of natural gas flaring through an effective use of 
satellite imagery data.) 

For customer service and advanced warnings which nearly doubled the goal of 14 minutes during the 
violent EF5 tornado that moved through Greensburg, Ks. 

II. Program Booklet Citation: (Minimum of 450 characters, maximum of 600 characters) 
 
The program booklet citation must adhere to the following format.  Individual nominations (Mr. Smith is recognized for…); 
Group nominations (The group is recognized for…); Organizational awards (The organization is recognized for…).  In lieu of  
“recognized for”, the following may also be used, “honored for” or “cited for”.  The program booklet must begin with one of 
the above introductory phrases, which clearly states what is being recognized followed by details on the nominee’s work, and 
conclude with a sentence on the impact or importance of the accomplishment. 

 WFO Dodge City is honored for providing forecast warning services to residents of KS during the May 
4-6, 2007, severe weather outbreak.  A total of 31 tornadoes occurred during this period, including an 
EF5 tornado that devastated the city of Greensburg, KS.  WFO Dodge City issued a tornado warning for 
Greensburg 26 minutes before the tornado entered the south side of town and emphasized the danger in a 
Tornado Emergency Message issued 12 minutes before the tornado struck the town.  Every tornado 
which occurred during this period was preceded by a warning with an average lead time of 16.3 minutes. 

III. Justification:  

The following questions are designed to succinctly clarify the nominee's accomplishment(s) and the reasons this nomination 
merits either a Gold or Silver Medal.  The justification should be concise and clear, written in “Plain English,” and should not 
rely on acronyms, jargon or extremely technical text.  In addition, the justification should be written for the lay reader, not an 
expert in the field.  Complicated technical descriptions often serve to confuse the reader and are seldom necessary to describe 
the accomplishment.  Complete nominations must include responses to Section 1, if applicable, and to both Sections 2 and 3.  
   
Section 1 – Definitions (Maximum of 500 characters) 

Use this section to define all scientific/technical terms, acronyms, or terms-of-art whose meanings are not readily apparent to 
a lay reader. This section is only for the definition of terms used in the justification below.   Do not define terms in common 
use within the Department, such as ITA, DOC, OPM, etc. 
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NOAA - National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration                                                     
WFO - Weather Forecast Office 
 
 
Section 2 - Award Justification (Maximum number of characters for all four questions in this section 
cannot exceed 2000)  
 

1. What was the specific goal, challenge or problem related to the Department’s mission 
and/or strategic plan? 

 
This effort relates to the NOAA Weather and Water Goal, Local Forecasts and Warnings Program. 
The National Weather Service provides severe weather warnings with as much lead time and 
specificity as possible to minimize loss of life and property. This effort includes provision of training 
to customers, issuance of warnings, and direct communication with local officials.  
 
2. What was the context in which the nominee addressed the goal, challenge or problem? 
 
A major outbreak of severe weather occurred in the Dodge City forecast area from 4 May through 6 
May. During this period, a total of 31 tornadoes, four of which produced EF3 or greater damage, 
affected 42 counties. The probability of detection for the tornadoes was 1.0 with a false alarm rate of 
0.41 and an average lead time of 16.3 minutes. This event was first highlighted in a Hazardous 
Weather Outlook four days prior to the event. A tornado warning to the historic Greensburg tornado 
was issued 26 minutes in advance.    
 
3. What specific actions did the nominee take to address the goal, challenge or problem? 
 
WFO Dodge City issued a tornado warning specifically mentioning the city of Greensburg 26 
minutes before an EF5 tornado destroyed 90% of the town.  A rare Tornado Emergency was also 
issued 12 minutes proir which also enhance public reactionto the empending disaster.  The mayor of 
Greensburg was qoted as saying "hundreds of people would have been killed had the NWS not 
provided the early warning." 
 
Fourteen staff members worked 198 hours of overtime from May 4 to 7, including four working  16 
or more consecutive hours.  
 
4. What were the results of the actions in either quantifiable or qualitative terms? 
 
Even though more than 90 percent of the city of approximately 1500 residents was destroyed, only 
11 persons perished. A total of 90 residents were treated at area hospitals. Early warning provided by 
WFO Dodge City was cited as a factor which contributed to the low casualty total by Dr. Elizabeth 
Ablah et.al. in a paper published in the journal Disaster Medicine and Public Health Preparedness.  
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Section 3 - Additional Information (Maximum number of characters for all six questions in this section 
cannot exceed 2000)  
 

1. How long did it take to complete the accomplishment? When was the accomplishment 
completed/implemented/deployed? 

 
Hazardous Weather Outlooks were issued 4 days in advance. The tornado warning for 
Greensburg was issued 26 minutes in advance. The duration of the severe weather outbreak was 
approximately 70.5 hours. However, support for cleanup operations and continued interviews 
with the press continued in excess of  eight weeks. 
 
2. What is the short-term impact (1-2 years) of the accomplishment on the bureau and/or 

Department’s mission?  
 
WFO Dodge City's outstanding performance during this outbreak brought NOAA and the NWS 
positive national and international attention. The value of early warnings provided by trained 
personnel using available technology was clearly demonstrated during this event. This experience 
can be used to justify continued funding of the National Weather Service and NOAA. 
 
3. What is the long-term impact (3-5 years) of the accomplishment on the bureau and/or 

Department’s mission? 
 
This event provided an enhanced understanding of the value of early warnings and preparedness 
activities.  Numerous societal impact researchers and well as storm researchers are using this 
event to improve early warning technology and preparedness activities. This knowledge should 
improve response to warnings by members of the public, resulting in reduced loss of life and 
injuries in similar disasters. 
  
4. Does the accomplishment affect other bureaus/Department or other Federal agencies? If 

so, how? 
 
Yes.  This event solidified an already strong releationship between the NWS and local, state and 
federal emergency management agencies.  For the first time, NWS provided on scene weather 
support to FEMA assisting their response and recovery activities. 
 
5. Did the accomplishment result in a major advancement in science, technology, or 

automation? If so, how? 
 
No. 
 
 
6. Did the accomplishment result in a major advancement in non-scientific areas such as 

customer service or administrative support? If so, how? 
 
Yes. This effort provided an opportunity to showcase the importance of NWS warnings and 
preparedness activities throughout the United States. On-site weather support to FEMA for 
response and recovery activities was a first and will serve as a template for future disasters.  

 


