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2015 Bronze Medal Recipients
The highest honor award granted by the Under Secretary of Commerce for Oceans and
Atmosphere, the Bronze Medal recognizes superior performance by federal employees.

National Environmental Satellite, Data, and Information Service
Wanda Harding
For exceptional leadership in successful
accomplishment of the JPSS Mission and
Program Key Decision Points and JPSS-1
Mission Critical Design Review.

James Kossin
For the development and transfer to
operations of novel hurricane forecast
techniques for eyewall replacement cycles.

Monica Todirita
For exceptional leadership in managing
the development and delivery of the
GOES-R EXIS and magnetometer
instruments.

Russell S. Vose
Scott Applequist
Michael Squires
Imke Durre
Matthew J. Menne
Claude N. Williams, Jr.
Christopher Fenimore
Karin Gleason
Derek Arndt
Jesse Enloe
For innovations in climate science,
providing the authoritative source of
geospatial data for operational climate
monitoring in the United States.
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National Marine Fisheries Service
David (Randy) Blankinship
Gregory R. Fairclough
Russell B. Dunn
Jacqueline Wilson
Richard A. Pearson
Katie S. Davis
Carolyn Sramek
Margo Schulze-Haugen
Lynn R. Rios
Richard A. Bulick
For unprecedented customer service to
provide ecologically sustainable economic
opportunity to tuna and swordfish
fishermen in the U.S. Caribbean.

Peter L. Boveng
Michael F. Cameron
Paul B. Conn
Shawn P. Dahle
John K. Jansen
Benjamin Hou
Brett T. McClintock
Erin E. Moreland
Jay M. Ver Hoef
For designing and conducting the first
comprehensive surveys for the abundance
and distribution of ice seals in the Bering
Sea and Sea of Okhotsk.

Douglas W. Christel
Allison R. Ferreira
For developing and implementing the
first-ever U.S. fishery in the international
waters of the Northwest Atlantic Fisheries
Organization.

Michael Schirripa
Mandy Karnauskas
Christopher Kelble, OAR
J. Kevin Craig
For advancing ecosystem based
management via the first comprehensive
Gulf of Mexico Ecosystem Status Report
with more than 140 ecological indicators.

Jacqueline Wilson
Holly McBride
C. Dianne Stephan
Joseph Desfosse
Kathryn Goldsmith
Heather Balchowsky
David Gloeckner
For unifying and streamlining an
electronic dealer reporting system for
Atlantic tunas, swordfish, and sharks
across 13 State and Federal systems.



4

National Ocean Service
Stephan Morton
For embodying the Department’s spirit of
environmental stewardship by leading
citizen volunteers to monitor
phytoplankton, reducing coastal hazards.

David Alberg
James Delgado
Lauren Heesemann
Joseph Hoyt
Pam (Plakas) Orlando
Shannon Ricles
Vernon Smith
For elevating NOAA’s mission to protect
and interpret our Nation’s maritime
history by commemorating the 150th
anniversary of the loss of the USS
Monitor.

Roy Anderson
Mark Armstrong
Don Breidenbach
Steve Breidenbach
Eric Duvall
Mark Eckl
Kendall Fancher
Philippe Hensel
Ajit Singh
Dru Smith
For performing a highly complex and
unusual geodetic survey of unprecedented
accuracy of the Washington Monument.

Martin Burnett
Cleve Robertson, Sr.
Kevin Corcoran
Colden Battey
Mike Sellers
Karen Laskowski
For planning and completing vital capital
improvement projects that resulted in
safer operations and cost savings at
NOAA’s Hollings Marine Laboratory.

Gregory Dusek
Christopher Paternostro
Paul Fanelli
Zhong Li
Patrick Burke
Jack Harlan
For the first operational implementation
of the high frequency radar web product
for the National Ocean Service.

Amy Merten
Kari Sheets
Michele Jacobi
For delivering technology to improve
NOAA’s Arctic preparedness and leading
technology standardization and best
practices.
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National Weather Service
Barbara Eubanks
For streamlining critical administrative
processes across NOAA’s nine National
Centers for Environmental Prediction,
and creating an agile team to support our
mission to protect lives and property.

Richard D. Smith
For his vision and dedication in the
application of social media to advance the
goals of Weather-Ready Nation.

Joe N. Chrisman
Steven D. Smith
For developing a unique NEXRAD radar
scanning technique to significantly
improve tornado warning lead time.

Chris Gibson
Jonathan Rutz
For developing a situational awareness
tool to assess snow and ice impacts on
commerce.

Aimee M. Fish
Cynthia C. Preller
Amy E. Holman, NOS
For extraordinary support of the State of
Alaska and NOAA during the Alaska
Shield exercise, making it a major success
in disaster preparedness.

Brian LaMarre
Daniel Noah
Charles Paxton
Michael Gittinger
Richard Davis
Todd Barron
Bryan Mroczka
John McMichael
Ernest T. Jillson, Jr.
Carolyn Nicole Carlisle
Cristina Urizar, NOS
Adria Schneck-Scott, NOS
Allison Allen, NOS
For implementing environmental and
ecological services targeted to improve
human health, promote safe marine
navigation, and build coastal resiliency.

Melissa Ou
Michael Charles
Scott Handel
Sarah Marquardt
Adam Allgood
Jon Gottschalck
For planning, developing, and
implementing a flexible, dynamic online
verification tool to evaluate the Climate
Prediction Center’s extended and
long-range outlooks.
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Huug van den Dool
Jin Huang
Qin Zhang
For the development of national multi-
model ensemble capability to advance the
skill of NOAA’s seasonal predictions.

Jeffrey A. Zogg
Charles M. Callahan
Richard F. Sloan
For designing and supporting the
implementation of a process to show
detailed geographic areas threatened by
river flooding on public NWS web sites.

WFO Pueblo, Colorado
For proactive life-saving actions and
decision support services during the
historic wildfire seasons of 2012 and
2013 in southeast Colorado.

WFO Springfield, Missouri
For providing excellent warning services
during a prolonged period of life
threatening late night flooding across
southern Missouri, August 5–10, 2013.

WFO Albuquerque, New Mexico
WFO El Paso, Texas
WFO Midland, Texas
WFO Phoenix, Arizona
WFO Tucson, Arizona
WFO Flagstaff, Arizona
WFO Las Vegas, Nevada
For innovation that resulted in a life-
saving North American monsoon
awareness campaign across the
southwestern U.S.

WFO Romeoville, Illinois
WFO Central Illinois
WFO Paducah, Kentucky
WFO St. Louis, Missouri
WFO Indianapolis, Indiana
WFO North Webster, Indiana
For providing proactive and life-saving
services during the record November 17,
2013 Midwest tornado outbreak.

Western Region Regional Operations
Center

WFO Sacramento, California
California-Nevada River Forecast

Center
For the provision of an integrated set of
innovative decision support services
during the on-going California drought
emergency.
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Office of Oceanic and Atmospheric Research
Neil Christerson
Gary C. Matlock
Derek Parks
Barry L. Reichenbaugh
Richard D. Rosen
Avery Sen
James Shambaugh
Nathalie Valette-Silver
Shelby E. Walker
John Ewald, OCEA
Eric Bayler, NESDIS
Deborah Riddle, NESDIS
Sara Veasey, NESDIS
L. Felipe Arzayus, NMFS
Frank Schwing, NMFS
Jawed Hameedi, NOS
Stephan Smith, NWS
For producing NOAA’s first 5-year
research and development plan using a
rigorous process and inclusive engagement
of NOAA scientists and stakeholders.

Carrie McDougall, OE
John W. McLaughlin, OE
Robert C. Hansen, OE
William B. Bendel
Fanthune Moeng
Wilfred G. Von Dauster
Vivian A. LeFebvre
Alexander E. MacDonald
Phyllis Gunn
Rhonda K. Lange
For achieving the 100th worldwide
Science On a Sphere installation and
continuing to grow its global engagement
of the public in NOAA’s scientific
research.
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Acquisition and Grants Office 
Jack O. Salmon, Jr.
Margaret A. Rankin
Ellen J. Clark, NOS
Brendon J. Johnson
Joseph M. Welch, NOS
Timothy J. Wampler
Brian A. Johnson, NOS
Thomas F. Landon, NOS
Edward Weber, OGC
For awarding a $71.5 million, 10-year 
acquisition in record time and restoring 
critical data collection capabilities lost in 
Superstorm Sandy.

Office of Communications and External Affairs
John Ewald
Brady Phillips
Katy Vincent, NESDIS
For making NOAA’s monthly climate
analysis accessible and understandable,
and building a following of stakeholders
to enhance NOAA’s climate services.
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Office of the Chief Information Officer
Heather Gilbert
For superior dedication in enhancing
NOAA’s ability to manage incidents and
improve employee safety and
accountability during all-hazards
incidents.

Office of Marine and Aviation Operations
Michael Lastinger
For heroism and lifesaving actions that
led to the rescue of a bicyclist who fell into
the water in San Francisco harbor on
May 17, 2014.
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Distinguished Career Awards
NOAA’s Distinguished Career Award honors cumulative career achievement of
sustained excellence, rather than a single defined accomplishment, in specific categories.
In addition, this award recognizes significant accomplishments across all NOAA
program areas and functions that have resulted in long- term benefits to our mission
and strategic goals

National Environmental Satellite, Data, and Information Service
Kent H. Hughes
For sustained excellence and leadership in
scientific management and support for the
NOAA ocean mission during 42 years of
public service.

Felix Kogan
For applying NOAA satellite data to
monitor global land surface conditions
and providing data for critical
applications worldwide.

Susan McLean
For sustained exceptional leadership, and
for establishing highly successful
partnerships ranging in scope from within
NOAA to worldwide.

William G. Pichel
For continuously advancing state-of-the-
art satellite operational ocean remote
sensing throughout 44 years of service to
NOAA.

Thomas Wrublewski
For 36 years of valuable technical
guidance and outreach support of NOAA’s
polar-orbiting and geostationary satellite
program.

National Marine Fisheries Service
Robert (Rob) Bistodeau
For unwavering dedication and
exemplary leadership in information
technology expertise, support, and service
during more than three decades with
NOAA.

Linda Despres
For 40 years of outstanding service in the
accurate collection of independent fishery
survey data for NOAA’s Northeast
Fisheries Science Center.

Alec D. MacCall
For more than 40 years of developing
population modeling and resource
management methods that improved
fisheries sustainability in the California
current.

Rodney (Rod) R. McInnis
For continuous and exemplary leadership
in advancing the stewardship of U.S.
living marine resources over the course of
more than three decades of service to
NOAA.
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National Ocean Service
Glen Watabayashi
For sustained exemplary performance in
oil and chemical spill preparedness and
response through more than 32 years of
service to NOAA and the Nation.

National Weather Service
David W. Behringer
For research at sea and development of
ocean modeling and data assimilation
capability for seasonal to interannual
climate forecasting during 39 years in
support of NOAA’s mission.

James E. Lee
For outstanding contributions to
National Weather Service operations,
technology, and policy during 28 years of
NOAA service.

Peter Pickard
For four decades of contributions to
multiple projects within the Systems
Engineering Center, Office of Science and
Technology, and its predecessor Integrated
Systems Laboratory.

Patricia Wnek
For outstanding contributions to the
implementation and improvement of
hydrology services at the Middle Atlantic
River Forecast Center.

Office of Oceanic and Atmospheric Research
Richard J. Doviak
For development of breakthrough radar
methods that have greatly enhanced
operational severe weather detection and
advanced meteorological research.

Ngar Cheung Lau
For three decades of scientific excellence
and world-leading research in NOAA on
atmospheric dynamics and air-sea
interaction using models and
observations.

Akkihebbal R. Ravishankara
For excellence in managing and providing
scientific vision for NOAA’s atmospheric
research programs, and in leading
international science and assessment.

David J. Stensrud
For exemplary service as a brilliant
scientist, inspiring mentor, and generous
collaborator in 28 years with the
National Severe Storms Laboratory.
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Employees/Team Members
of the Month

DDDDDecember 2014ecember 2014ecember 2014ecember 2014ecember 2014
Jamie LeCompte, OMAO
Troy Rezek, NOS

JJJJJanuaranuaranuaranuaranuary 2015y 2015y 2015y 2015y 2015
Maria Torres, NWS
Jeremiah Blondeau, NMFS

These awards reward excellence for demonstrated and sustained effort in advancing
NOAA’s mission. The NOAA Employee of the Month Award honors an outstanding
employee chosen from among all occupations and grade levels except members of the
Senior Executive Service and Office Directors. The NOAA Team Member of the Month
Award pays tribute to a non-NOAA employee.

FFFFFebrebrebrebrebruaruaruaruaruary 2015y 2015y 2015y 2015y 2015
Tom Carey, NESDIS
Ricardo Domingues, OAR
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The highest honorary award given by the Department
of Commerce, the Gold Medal is granted by the
Secretary for distinguished performance characterized

by extraordinary, notable, or prestigious contributions that
impact the mission of the department and/or one operating
unit, and that reflect favorably on the department.

The Silver Medal is the second highest honorary award given
by the department and is granted for exceptional performance
characterized by noteworthy or superlative contributions that
have a direct and lasting impact within the department.

Contributions must focus on qualitative and quantitative
performance measures reflected in the department’s strategic
plan and be in one of the following areas:

• Leadership
• Personal and professional excellence
• Scientific/Engineering achievement
• Organizational development
• Customer service
• Administrative technical support
• Heroism

These honors were bestowed this past January by the
Department of Commerce.
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Gold Medal Recipients

Leadership
Angela Somma, NMFS
Dwayne Meadows, NMFS
Laura Cimo, NMFS
Nancy Daves, NMFS
John Carlson, NMFS
For the first listing to protect profitable
marine species under the Convention on
International Trade in Endangered
Species of Wild Fauna and Flora.

Personal and Professional Excellence
Sean Hastings, NOS
Karen Reyna, NOS
Michael Carver, NOS
Lisa Wooninck, NOS
Jessica Redfern, NMFS
Monica DeAngelis, NMFS
Elizabeth Petras, NMFS
Stephanie Altman, OGC
Trisha Bergmann, OIA
For excellence in collaborating with the
U.S. Coast Guard and the maritime
industry to move shipping lanes away
from endangered whale feeding grounds.

Ronald E. Messa, Jr., NMFS
For detecting, investigating, and
apprehending the conspirators involved in
an international multimillion dollar
fraud scheme to falsely label shrimp.

Paul E. Pegnato, NESDIS
For his tireless efforts in managing the
multiple construction projects that support
the NESDIS major satellite programs and
24/7 operations.
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Scientific/Engineering Achievement
Whit Anderson, OAR
Gabriel Vecchi, OAR
Rusty Benson, OAR
Thomas Delworth, OAR
Andrew Wittenberg, OAR
Keith Dixon, OAR
Rich Gudgel, OAR
William Stern, OAR
Fanrong Zeng, OAR
Shaoqing Zhang, OAR
For outstanding research, leading to
improved capability to predict seasonal-
to-decadal variations in regional
hydrological conditions and extremes.

John Bates, NESDIS
Jeff Privette, NESDIS
Walter Glance, NESDIS
Nancy Ritchey, NESDIS
Ken Knapp, NESDIS
Drew Saunders, NESDIS
Thomas Karl, NESDIS
Michael Tanner, NESDIS
For creation and operational
implementation of a new, extensible
community standard for the production
and preservation of climate data records.

Environmental Modeling Center, NWS
National Centers for Environmental

Prediction Central Operations,
NWS

Meteorological Development
Laboratory, NWS

For an efficient transition to a new
operational weather supercomputing
system, ahead of schedule, at substantial
savings to the government.

Office of Science and Technology, NWS
Office of Operational Systems, NWS
Office of Climate, Water and Weather

Services, NWS
National Severe Storms Laboratory, OAR
For developing and implementing dual-
polarization technology on the Next
Generation Weather Radar network to
improve weather hazards warning
services.

William G. Pichel, NESDIS
John F. Sapper, NESDIS
Pablo Clemente-Colón, NESDIS
Carven A. Scott, NWS
Kathleen A. Cole, NWS
For research, development, and
operational implementation of high-
resolution coastal wind products from
satellite synthetic aperture radar data.
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Vijay Tallapragada, NWS
Qingfu Liu, NWS
William Lapenta, NWS
Richard Pasch, NWS
James Franklin, NWS
Simon Tao-Long Hsiao, NWS
Frederick Toepfer, NWS
Sundararaman Gopalakrishnan, OAR
Thiago Quirino, OAR
Frank Marks, Jr., OAR
For developing and implementing a high-
resolution hurricane weather research and
forecast system model, a major advance in
operational hurricane intensity
prediction.

Vasily Titov, OAR
Marie Eble, OAR
Chris Moore, OAR
Lewis Kozlosky, NWS
Paul Whitmore, NWS
Charles McCreery, NWS
Kara Gately, NWS
David Walsh, NWS
Gerard Fryer, NWS
Dailin Wang, NWS
For protecting life and property by
transitioning the short-term inundation
forecasting for tsunamis system to
operations.

NOAA’s sister bureau, the National Institute of Standards and Technology,  included a
NOAA employee on a successful Gold Medal nomination for Scientific/Engineering
Achievement. Those winners are:

David P. Jorgensen,  OAR
Long Thanh Phan, NIST
Erica D. Kuligowski, NIST
Franklin T. Lombardo, NIST
For helping to develop building codes that
directly consider tornados via the first
study to combine an innovative
simulation of EF-5 tornado wind fields,
engineering determination of building
failures, and an original model of human
response to emergency warnings and
tornadic conditions.
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Customer Service
Jason Cope, NMFS
Edward Dick, NMFS
Alec MacCall, NMFS
Chantel Wetzel, NMFS
For creating an innovative method that
triples the number of annual high-quality
stock assessments and increases allowable
catch limits for fishermen.

WFO Norman, Oklahoma
For providing exceptional and innovative
warning and information services during
an extended period of significant
tornadoes and flooding in Oklahoma.

Chris Wheeler, NESDIS
Kevin Ludlum, NESDIS
Timothy Schmit, NESDIS
Keith McKenzie, NESDIS
Cynthia Hampton, NESDIS
Thomas Renkevens, NESDIS
Yo Kung John Tsui, NESDIS
Eric Madsen, NESDIS
Hyre Bysal, NESDIS
Jennifer Lewis, NWS
For outstanding critical support extending
beneficial life from aging geostationary
weather satellites, greatly improving
coverage over South America.
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Personal And Professional Excellence
Julia “Jolie” Harrison, NMFS
Megan Ferguson, NMFS
Jason Gedamke, NMFS
Sofie Van Parijs, NMFS
Jay Barlow, NMFS
Karin Forney, NMFS
Leila Hatch, NOS
For developing internationally recognized,
innovative technology, CetSound, to
quantitatively assess human-induced
noise impacts on marine mammals.

Scientific/Engineering Achievement
Fiona Horsfall, NWS
Marina Timofeyeva-Livezey, NWS
Jenna Meyers, NWS
Barbara Mayes-Boustead, NWS
Clinton Rockey, NWS
Michael Churma, NWS
David Unger, NWS
Nicole McGavock, NWS
Mike Halpert, NWS
Anthony Arguez, NESDIS
For developing a revolutionary local
climate analysis tool that integrates
trusted data and scientific analysis
techniques for rapid responses to local
climate questions.

Alexander Ignatov, NESDIS
For the development and implementation of
the NOAA web-based sea surface temperature
monitoring system, which monitors quality of
satellite radiance and SST data and
associated SST field measurements.

Annarita Mariotti, OAR
Roger Pulwarty, OAR
Martin Hoerling, OAR
Chad McNutt, OAR
Kingtse Mo, NWS
Brian Cosgrove, NWS
Jin Huang, NWS
Arun Kumar, NWS
Michael Ek, NWS
The group is honored for outstanding
scientific assessment of the origins of the
2012 central Great Plains drought, which
has helped to identify pathways for
improved predictions of future drought
events.

Silver Medal Recipients
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Administrative/Technical Support
Albert Samuels, NMFS
Richard Chesler III, NMFS
Todd Nickerson, NMFS
Stuart Cory, NMFS
Jesse Leslie, NMFS
Shannon Bettridge, NMFS
Gregory Silber, NMFS
Duane Smith, OGC
Frank Sprtel, OGC
The group is honored for partnering with
the U.S. Coast Guard to increase
compliance with a 2008 rule to limit
vessel speed and reduce collisions with
endangered North Atlantic right whales.



20

We appreciate the work of many individuals across NOAA who
contributed to the success of our efforts to recognize our colleagues’

outstanding achievements.

SSSSSpecial thanks to:pecial thanks to:pecial thanks to:pecial thanks to:pecial thanks to:
The NThe NThe NThe NThe Nominatorsominatorsominatorsominatorsominators

Line and SLine and SLine and SLine and SLine and Staff Otaff Otaff Otaff Otaff Office Pffice Pffice Pffice Pffice Perererererformance Mformance Mformance Mformance Mformance Management and Aanagement and Aanagement and Aanagement and Aanagement and Awarwarwarwarwardsdsdsdsds
CommitteesCommitteesCommitteesCommitteesCommittees

 NONONONONOAA IAA IAA IAA IAA Incentivncentivncentivncentivncentive Ae Ae Ae Ae Awarwarwarwarwards Boards Boards Boards Boards Board Md Md Md Md Membersembersembersembersembers
IIIIIncentivncentivncentivncentivncentive Ae Ae Ae Ae Awarwarwarwarwards Pds Pds Pds Pds Prrrrrogram Line and Sogram Line and Sogram Line and Sogram Line and Sogram Line and Staff Otaff Otaff Otaff Otaff Office Rffice Rffice Rffice Rffice Repreprepreprepresentativesentativesentativesentativesentativeseseseses

Amber Wilson-McIntyre, ODUS
Charlene Dunn, OCFO

Cheryl Alexander, NMFS
Cheryl Jones, OAR

Christina Heyse, NESDIS
Cynthia Burley, WFMO
Delores Frazier, NWS

Jean Carter Johnson, OCAO
Kathy Lewis, ODUS
Kristen Tronvig, PPI

Kristin Kniskern, NESDIS
Lydia Kenlaw, OCAO
Marie Toussaint, AGO
Nancy Jackson, OMAO
Octavia Saine, OGC
Sloane Strother, NOS

Tishema Miller, OCIO
Yolanda Cooper, OAR

Office of Communications and External Affairs
Jerry Slaff

Workforce Management Office
Karen Robin






