
1

2013 NOAA Honor Awards

NOAA Auditorium

Silver Spring, Maryland

May 7, 2013

Program

Introduction
David M. Kennedy

Deputy Under Secretary for Operations

NNNNNational Anthemational Anthemational Anthemational Anthemational Anthem
Candace Myers

National Marine Fisheries Service

Address
Dr. Kathryn D. Sullivan

Acting Under Secretary of Commerce for Oceans and Atmosphere
Acting Administrator, National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration

Presentation of Awards
Dr. Sullivan

NOAA Leadership Competencies Development Program Participants
Line and Staff Office Representatives

Closing
Mr. Kennedy



2

2013 Bronze Medal Recipients

National Environmental Satellite, Data, and Information Service
Anthony Arguez
Scott Applequist
Imke Durre
Mike Squires
Russell Vose
For major innovations in climate science,
providing the authoritative source of U.S.
climate normals to the American public.

National Marine Fisheries Service
David Blankinship
Peter Cooper
Joseph Desfosse
Gregory Fairclough
Sarah McLaughlin
Mark Murray-Brown
Richard Pearson
George Silva
Dianne Stephan
Megan Judith Walline
For expeditiously requiring the use of
weak hooks in the Gulf of Mexico pelagic
longline fishery to reduce the bycatch of
spawning bluefin tuna.

Kerri Danil
For leading the first study of lethal
internal injuries to dolphins caused by
blast trauma, resulting in procedural
changes to naval training exercises.

Todd Gedamke
John Walter
Jennifer Schull Johnson
For advancing fisheries science in the U.S.
Caribbean by pioneering an innovative, cost-
effective, and collaborative survey approach.

Christina Fahy
Steven Bograd
Peter Dutton
Scott Benson
Elizabeth Petras
Steve Stone
Sara McNulty
Lisa Manning
Stephen Stohs
Scott Farley
For creating the first protected open ocean
critical habitat for leatherback turtles by
balancing species conservation with
ensuing economic impacts.

NOAA Buoy Protection Team
For exceptional cross-NOAA collaboration
to internationally protect networks of
data collection buoys from intentional
and unintentional damage.
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National Ocean Service
Greg Baker
Rob Ricker
Chris Plaisted
Natalie Cosentino-Manning
John Incardona
Nathaniel Scholz
Pat Rutten
Jan Roletto
Ian Zelo
For exceptional coordination and
scientific innovation leading to a swift,
cooperative and unprecedented natural
resource damage assessment settlement for
the MV Cosco Busan oil spill.

Bradford Benggio
Christopher Barker
Amoreena MacFadyen
Glen Watabayashi
For supporting interagency and
international efforts to ensure response
preparedness to threats of oil spills from
exploration in foreign waters.

NOAA Coastal Services Center
For developing a powerful delivery system
for geospatial data and tools that are used
to sustain coastal resources and coastal
communities.
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National Weather Service
Stephen Cocks
Rich Murnan
Dave Zittel
Darcy Saxion
Rich Ice
Paul Schlatter
Steven Smith
Jami Boettcher
Olen Boydsten
Ed Mahoney
For excellence in organizing and
executing an operational assessment
demonstrating the effectiveness of dual
polarization data for warning and
forecast operations.

Eric Rogers
Tom Black
Zavisa Janjic
Geoffrey Manikin
Wan-Shu Wu
Matthew Pyle
Hui-Ya Chuang
Rebecca Cosgrove
Christine C. Magee
Brian Gockel
For implementing a new North American
prediction system providing improved
numerical guidance/products to the
Nation’s weather enterprise.

Brad Sipperley
Aaron Tyburski
Joseph Dellicarpini
David Hotz
Todd Lericos
Mark Oberfield
Jerry Griffin
Jay Smith
Cammye Sims
For improving aviation services by
designing and implementing an
innovative approach to forecast updates
with software tools and forecaster
training.

Lower Mississippi River Forecast
Center, Slidell, La.

Weather Forecast Office, Memphis, Tenn.
Weather Forecast Office, Jackson, Miss.
Weather Forecast Office, New Orleans, La.
Weather Forecast Office, Lake Charles, La.
Weather Forecast Office, Paducah, Ky.
Southern Region Headquarters, Fort

Worth, Texas
For providing life-saving and innovative
decision support services during the
historic and unprecedented 2011 lower
Mississippi River flood event.
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Missouri Basin River Forecast Center,
Pleasant Hill, Mo.

Hydrometeorological Prediction
Center, College Park, Md.

Weather Forecast Office, Omaha, Neb.
For outstanding decision support and
forecast services preventing record flows
being uncontrolled or impugning the
integrity of Missouri River dams.

Weather Forecast Office, Chicago/
Romeoville, Ill.

Center Weather Service Unit Chicago/
Aurora, Ill.

For weather decision support services,
training, outreach, and operational
enhancements that enable more efficient
movement of air traffic through a critical
FAA hub.

Weather Forecast Office, Grand Rapids,
Mich.

Weather Forecast Office, White Lake,
Mich.

North Central River Forecast Center,
Chanhassan, Pa.

For providing direct weather and water
decision support to the U.S. EPA and the
State of Michigan in response to the
Marshall, Mich., oil spill.

Weather Forecast Office, Jackson, Ky.
Weather Forecast Office, Louisville, Ky.
Weather Forecast Office, Charleston, W.V.
Weather Forecast Office, Wilmington,

Ohio
For providing exemplary decision support
services prior to, during, and following
the record breaking March 2, 2012,
tornado outbreak.

Weather Forecast Office, State College, Pa.
Weather Forecast Office, Binghamton, N.Y.
Middle Atlantic River Forecast Center,

State College, Pa.
For providing extraordinary decision
support services that saved lives and
minimized damage during the historic
flooding from Tropical Storm Lee.

Weather Forecast Office, Tulsa, Okla.
For exemplary forecast services and selfless
dedication to duty during the February 1,
2011, blizzard that struck eastern
Oklahoma.

Weather Forecast Office, Tucson, Ariz.
For empowering Weather Ready
communities and providing life-saving
support prior to, during, and after the
historic 2011 Arizona wildfire season.
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Office of Oceanic and Atmospheric Research
George Leshkevich
For research and development of an
algorithm for automatic lake ice
classification utilizing satellite radar
data.

David McKinnie
For willingness, dedication, and success in
strengthening the RAMA partnership
between NOAA/PMEL and Indonesia
BPPT.

John Cortinas, Jr.
Roland Draxler
Avichal Mehra
Richard Patchen
Hendrik Tolman
Capt. Chris Beaverson
Chris Moses
Steve Fine
Richard Eckman
Barbara Stunder
Glenn Rolph
Albert Mongeon
For outstanding response to the 2011
Fukushima nuclear power plant disaster
by providing important information
about the expected spread of radiation in
the air and the ocean.

David Fahey
Steven Ciciora
Richard McLaughlin
Ru-Shan Gao
Karen Rosenlof
Brad Hall
James Elkins II
For the successful demonstration of the
Global Hawk unmanned aircraft systems
for NOAA’s Climate Goal.

Jeffrey Whitaker
Thomas Hamill
For excellence in research and
development of ensemble-based and
hybrid data assimilation techniques that
improve operational weather forecasts.
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Office of the Chief Information Officer
Sandra Giger
For leading the Unified Messaging Service
pilot, proving it would advance NOAA’s
mission, building a cadre of early
adopters, and contributing to UMS
success.

Ellis Rauch
Doug Brackett
Leslie Miller
Darone Jones
Bill Stearn
Samuel Chi
Roderick Brown
Ronald Jones
Renee Waters
Marc Young
For successfully leading the tremendous
effort to deliver the Unified Messaging
Service to NOAA.

Office of the Under Secretary
John Otto
Michelle Barnes
Kelly L. Quickle
Sheryl Peterson
James Anderton
For implementing WebDocFlow while
ensuring the retention of vital historical
documents.
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Distinguished Career Awards

National Environmental Satellite, Data and Information Service
Scientific AScientific AScientific AScientific AScientific Achievchievchievchievchievementementementementement

Tsan Mo
For distinguished scientific achievement
and critical support to the operational
calibration of satellite microwave
radiometers.

AAAAAdministrativdministrativdministrativdministrativdministrative or e or e or e or e or TTTTTechnical Sechnical Sechnical Sechnical Sechnical Supporupporupporupporupporttttt

John Campagnoli
For over two decades of setting the
baseline at sustained and superior, then
exceeding that expectation in customer
service and scientific management.

National Marine Fisheries Service
PPPPPrrrrrofessional Aofessional Aofessional Aofessional Aofessional Achievchievchievchievchievementementementementement

William Perrin
For scientific solutions to marine resource
conservation and a steadfast commitment
to the field of marine mammalogy during
46 years at NOAA.

Stanley “Jeep” Rice
For pioneering work on the long-term
effects of petroleum hydrocarbons on
marine ecosystems.

Scientific AScientific AScientific AScientific AScientific Achievchievchievchievchievementementementementement

Christopher Wilson
For 27 years of innovation and research
advancements in conducting fisheries
abundance assessments in the Bering Sea
and Gulf of Alaska.

AAAAAdministrativdministrativdministrativdministrativdministrative or e or e or e or e or TTTTTechnical Sechnical Sechnical Sechnical Sechnical Supporupporupporupporupporttttt
Sunee Sonu
For sustained excellence in the study of
Japanese fisheries markets, leading to
significant economic benefits to the
United States.
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National Ocean Service
MMMMManagement and Sanagement and Sanagement and Sanagement and Sanagement and Superuperuperuperupervisionvisionvisionvisionvision

Douglas Brown
For outstanding service, teamwork and
leadership in science education, coastal
management, nautical charting and
geodesy.

PPPPPrrrrrofessional Aofessional Aofessional Aofessional Aofessional Achievchievchievchievchievementementementementement

Carol Auer
For long-term commitment to advancing
the Nation’s preparedness for the ecosystem
impacts of sea level rise.

Scientific AScientific AScientific AScientific AScientific Achievchievchievchievchievementementementementement

Patricia Fair
For outstanding research that increased
scientific knowledge, understanding and
tools to benefit the health of marine
mammals and humans.

John Whitney
For sustained exemplary performance in
spill preparedness and response throughout
26 years of service to NOAA and the
Nation.
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National Weather Service
PPPPPrrrrrofessional Aofessional Aofessional Aofessional Aofessional Achievchievchievchievchievementementementementement

Joseph Ostrowski
For outstanding technological
contributions to the National Weather
Service’s hydrologic forecasting program.

Robin Radlein
For a distinguished career dedicated to the
continued infusion of new technology and
evolving science in support of weather and
water operations and the NWS mission.

AAAAAdministrativdministrativdministrativdministrativdministrative or e or e or e or e or TTTTTechnical Sechnical Sechnical Sechnical Sechnical Supporupporupporupporupporttttt

Michael Callahan
For outstanding technical leadership and
support to NOAA/NWS offices and
remarkable service to the people of central
Kentucky and southern Indiana.

Office of Oceanic and Atmospheric Research
MMMMManagement and Sanagement and Sanagement and Sanagement and Sanagement and Superuperuperuperupervisionvisionvisionvisionvision

William Neff
For expertly guiding the evolution of the
ESRL/Physical Sciences Division and its
predecessor organizations through times of
enormous change.

Scientific AScientific AScientific AScientific AScientific Achievchievchievchievchievementementementementement

Hiram Levy II
For pioneering the understanding of
tropospheric chemistry through discovery
of fundamental mechanisms and global
atmospheric chemistry modeling.

Thomas Nalepa
For sustained scientific contributions to
understanding of the ecology of aquatic
ecosystems, especially the benthic ecology
of the Great Lakes.

David Schwab
For sustained scientific contributions to
understanding the hydrodynamics of the
Great Lakes and other enclosed seas.
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Employees/Team Members
of the Month

NNNNNooooovvvvvember 2012ember 2012ember 2012ember 2012ember 2012
Drew Maczko, NOS
Ngoc Linh Coughlin, AGO

DDDDDecember 2012ecember 2012ecember 2012ecember 2012ecember 2012
Keith Bigelow, NMFS
Clinton Batten, OMAO

JJJJJanuaranuaranuaranuaranuary 2013y 2013y 2013y 2013y 2013
Julien Lartigue, OAR
Ainoy Manirath, NWS

FFFFFebrebrebrebrebruaruaruaruaruary 2013y 2013y 2013y 2013y 2013
Mark Eberling, CAO
Jessica Staude, NESDIS

MMMMMarararararch 2013ch 2013ch 2013ch 2013ch 2013
Ron Pauley, OMAO
Winston Hensley, NOS

AAAAApril 2013pril 2013pril 2013pril 2013pril 2013
Katie Collins Garrett, NWS
Sean Oden, NMFS
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Many thanks to those individuals who contributed
so much to the success of today’s program.

Special thanks to:

Line and Staff Office Incentive Awards Program Managers
Cheryl Alexander, NMFS

Yolanda Cooper, OAR
Delores Frazier, NWS

Christina Heyse, NESDIS
Nancy Jackson, OMAO

Lydia Kenlaw, CAO
Kathy Lewis, DUS

Octavia Saine, OGC
Sloane Strother, NOS
Marie Toussaint, AGO
Andrew Venaglia, CIO

Members of the NOAA Incentive Awards Board, and the Line and
Staff Office Performance Management and Awards Committee

NOAA Office of Communications
Jerry Slaff

NOAA Incentive Awards Program Manager
Karen Robin

PPPPPhoto crhoto crhoto crhoto crhoto creditseditseditseditsedits
Front cover, top to bottom: Whale and calf: NOAA; Long-beaked common dolphin:
Tom Jefferson, NOAA; Bluefin tuna, NOAA Fisheries Service
Back cover, clockwise: Leatherback turtle: Scott Benson, NOAA; Dutch Harbor,
Alaska: NOAA; Damaged Tropical Atmosphere Ocean buoy: NOAA; MV Cosco
Busan Oil Spill, NOAA; Great Lakes: NASA Visible Earth; Tornado Damage: Andy
Hatzos, NWS WFO Wilmington, Ohio; February Oklahoma Blizzard: NOAA;
Arizona Wildfires: NOAA.


