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2009 Gold Medal Recipients

Heroism
LTJG Victoria Zalewski, NMFS

Leadership
Changyong Cao, NESDIS

David Wiley, NOS

William Robinson, NMFS
Charles Karnella, NMFS
Raymond Clarke, NMFS
Thomas Graham, NMFS
Rhea Moss, NMFS
William Pickering, NMFS
Terry Boone, NMFS

Jane Luxton, OGC

Elena Onaga, OGC

Alexa Cole, OGC

Roxie K. Allison, OGC

Joanne Flanders, OAR

Laurel Bryant, NMFS

Michael Vecchione, NMFS

Fred Gorell, Communications
Jamie Krauk, Communications
Carol Kavanagh, NOS

Carrie McDougall, Education
Therese Pierce, NWS

Albert E. Theberge, Jr., NESDIS

John Lindsay, NOS
David Winandy, NOS
Greg Gervais, NOS
James Wright, NOS
James Malchow, NOS

Nir Barnea, NOS
David Kennedy, NOS
Ellen Clark, NOS
Robert Taylor, OGC
Paul Reed, AGO

Personal and Professional Excellence
Sara Block, NMFS

Scientific/Engineering Achievement
Roland R. Draxler, OAR

R. Wayne Litaker, NOS
Patricia A. Tester, NOS



2009 Silver Medal Recipients

Administrative/Technical Support
Ann Byar, NMFS

Customer Service
Weather Forecast Office, Atlanta, Georgia, NWS

Heroism
David Coleman, NWS

Scientific/Engineering Achievement
Mark Eakin, NESDIS

Robert S. Webb, OAR

Rik Wanninkhof, OAR

Mary Cécile Penland de Garcia, OAR
Lauri MacLaughlin, NOS

Angelo G. Wade, NESDIS

J. Philip Green, NESDIS
Walid J. Bannoura, NESDIS
Linda Stathoplos, NESDIS
John L. Lillibridge I11, NESDIS
Kim McCarty, NESDIS

Larry Ledlow, NESDIS

Brian Hill, NESDIS

Hiram Levy Il, OAR

M. Daniel Schwarzkopf, OAR
Larry Horowitz, OAR

Kirsten Findell, OAR

Alice Gilliland, OAR

V. Ramaswamy, OAR

Scott Hecht, NMFS
Anthony Hawkes, NMFS
Arlene Pangelinan, NMFS
Nathaniel Scholz, NMFS
David Baldwin, NMFS
Cathy Laetz, NMFS
Angela Somma, NMFS



2009 Bronze Medal Recipients

National Environmental Satellite, Data and Information Service

Donna Mcnamara

Lawrence Flynn

Renee Smith Dearring

Dong Han

For exemplary engineering support and outstanding
efforts in recovering the NOAA-18 SBUV Instrument.

Larry Ledlow Jr.

Richard Fulton

Kirk Liang

Lawrence James

Lidia Cucurull

Margarida Yuan

Lance Seman

Gregg Frostrom

Gregory Johnson

Linda J. Williams

For transitioning the COSMIC ground system from
research to operations, enabling a revolution in weather
and climate measurements.

Timothy W. Owen

Michael J. Brewer

Jason Symonds

Jon Burroughs

Richard R. Heim Jr.

Jay Lawrimore

Wendy S. Gross

For advancing the nation’s ability to recognize, mitigate,
and adapt to drought through the development of the
United States Drought Portal.

Huai-Min Zhang

Richard W. Reynolds

Claude Frederick (Rick) Lumpkin, OAR
Thomas M. Smith

Michael Johnson, OAR

Krisa Arzayus, OAR

For developing the successful research-to-operation
transition of Climate Sea Surface Temperature
Observing System Design, Implementation and
Performance Monitoring.

Albert. E. Theberge

Robert W. Embley, OAR

Dwayne W. Meadows, NMFS

Joseph A. Uravitch, NOS

Lt. Patrick L. Murphy, NMFS

Claude Frederick (Rick) Lumpkin, OAR
Michael Johnson, OAR

Hugh D. Cobb 111, NWS

Pablo Clemente-Colon

Teresa A. McTigue, NOS

For exceptional service as editors and authors of the
NOAA/Smithsonian Sant Ocean Hall companion
publication, “Hidden Depths: Atlas of the Oceans.”



National Marine Fisheries Service

Evan Howell

For designing and implementing TurtleWatch, a web-
based tool to help reduce loggerhead sea turtle
interactions in the Hawaii-based longline fishery.

James lanelli

For developing the first model to estimate impacts of
salmon bycatch in the Alaska pollock fishery on
reductions in spawning salmon in terms of adult
equivalence.

Kurt Kawamoto

For creating and executing the Barbless Circle Hook
Outreach and Education Program to support protected
species and sustainable fishing in Hawaii.

Donald Kobayashi

For advancing the understanding of fish larval transport
in the Hawaiian Archipelago and of spatial distribution
in marine resource management.

Michael Mohr

For the expeditious design and use of vastly improved
methods to assess the Sacramento River Fall Chinook
population, predicting the lowest run on record in 2008.

Peter Dygert

Mike Delarm

Enrique Patino

For facilitating a ten year, precedent setting harvest
agreement that balances conservation and sustainable
salmon fisheries in the Columbia River.

Michael Cameron

Lcdr. William Mowitt, OMAO

Joshua London

Cdr. Philip Hall, OMAO

For successfully planning and implementing the first
autonomous launch and retrieval of an Unmanned
Aircraft System onboard a NOAA research vessel.

Galen Tromble

Mark Millikin

Richard Methot

Caroline Park, OGC

Jennifer Ise

Debra Lambert

Wesley Patrick

Christopher Wright

Theophilus Brainerd

For leadership in developing a rigorous and flexible
approach to end overfishing in U.S. fisheries via annual
catch limits and accountability measures.

Carrie Hubard

Kathryn Swails

Laura Gutierrez

Amy Sloan

Jeffrey Jahn

Gary Rule

For design and implementation of APPS, the first online
system streamlining research permits and authorizations
issued under the MMPA and ESA.

Brandon Southall

Tammy Adams

Mi Ae Kim

Aileen Smith

Howard Goldstein

Jaclyn Daly

For excellence and dedication in support of precedent
setting research on beaked whale behavioral responses to
sound from mid-frequency active sonar.



Cindy Hartmann Moore

Scott Johnson

Sharon Kent, AGO

Steve Lewis

Margo (Mandy) Lindeberg

Kristin Mabry

Linda Shaw

John Thedinga

Susan Walker

For developing NOAA's versatile ShoreZone/FishAtlas
database and website, a tool to help identify and
conserve valuable Alaskan coastal habitats.

NOAA Northwest Regional Education and Outreach
Group

For creating and managing NOAA Science Camp, a

highly successful hands-on environmental educational

program for middle-school youth.



National Ocean Service

Martin Burnett
For providing crucial leadership and experience to a life
threatening incident that resulted in saving a man's life.

M. Jawed Hameedi

For strengthening NOAA's leadership in environmental
observations and monitoring and fostering productive
and long-term interagency cooperation.

Gregory McFall

For leadership in keeping the NOAA Diving Program

safe, scientific and productive through the development
of dive manuals and implementation of lessons learned
from a recent diving accident.

Elizabeth Turner

For outstanding leadership of the U.S. Global Ecosystem
Dynamics Program that resulted in new tools and
information for improved fisheries management.

Peter B. Key

Edward Wirth

For sustained scientific achievement in identifying and
assessing the harmful effects of emerging contaminants
present in U.S. coastal waters.

Atziri Ibanez

Amy Clark

For creating a unique science program that excites
teachers, helps students understand estuaries, and serves
as a model for NOAA education programs.

Quay Dortch

Elizabeth B. Jewett

For leadership in producing five congressionally-
mandated HABHRCA reports to advance the research
and management of harmful algal bloom and hypoxia
1ssues.

Michael Shelby

Lawrence Charters

Jerry Lau

Thomas Murphy

For major innovation in developing the Ocean Today
Kiosk infrastructure that allows NOAA to reach millions
of museum visitors each year.

Kimani L. Kimbrough

Warren E. Johnson

Gunnar G. Lauenstein

John D. Christensen

Dennis A. Apeti

For conducting the nation’s first coast-wide assessment of
PBDEs and providing a foundation for tracking
contaminants of emerging concern.

Kathryn Ries

Percy Pacheco

John Hayes

Lcdr. Christiaan van Westendorp, OMAO

Eric L. Villalobos, U.S. Navy

Elliot N. Arroyo-Suarez, U.S. Navy

For leadership in building hydrographic capacity in
Central America to support navigation safety, economic
growth and protection of the marine environment.

Kenneth Blackburn, NMFS

John O’Malley, NMFS

M.E. Rolle, OGC

Sean Meehan, NMFS

Cdr. Dave Score, OMAO

Lisa Symons

Bill Precht

For innovation and collaboration in carrying out
NOAA'’s mission to protect and restore trust resources in
the Florida Keys National Marine Sanctuary.



Charles Henry

Jordan Stout

Debra Simecek-Beatty

Troy Baker

Jessica White

James Jeansonne

Doug Helton

Nir Barnea

For clearing the coastal Louisiana marine environment
of hurricane debris threatening safe navigation and
natural resources under NOAA trusteeship.

Bruce L. Servary

Warren Krug

Christopher R. McGrath

Joseph M. Welch

Thomas Mero

Thomas Z. Jeffries

John R. Stepnowski

Tim Osborn

Mitchell J. Ross, AGO

Robert McNamara, AGO

For the design and establishment of “Sentinel”
hurricane hardened tide stations to ensure real-time
storm tide data is available when most needed.

Michele Jacobi

Laurie Sullivan

Ben Shorr

Mike Buchman

Donald MacDonald

George Graettinger

Mary Baker

Rob Ricker

For leadership in using sound science to build trust and
understanding among diverse stakeholders in a high
profile, politically charged arena.

Office of Response and Restoration

For exceptional commitment and leadership in
responding to the Barge DM932 oil spill, maximizing
cleanup while minimizing economic impact in the
Muississippi River.

Atlantic Hydrographic Branch

Pacific Hydrographic Branch

For dramatically increasing the availability of
hydrographic data to multiple users through the
innovative use of new production processes.



National Weather Service

Christine H. McGehee
For the successful development and implementation of
the NOAA/NWS High Water Mark Sign Program.

Keith Peabody

For professional excellence in developing, testing, and
successfully deploying a WSR-88D emergency satellite
capability to restore radar communications.

John Werth

For designing TRACON forecasts used by multiple
Center Weather Service Units and serving the needs of
FAA air traffic controllers and managers.

Edward L. Berkowitz

Jeffrey B. Turner

Mark Betsch

Shane Luecke

Robert Brashears

For professional excellence in re-engineering the
Evansville, Ind., weather radar to attain improved data
quality for forecast operations while realizing a vast cost
savings.

Mark DeMaria

John Knaff

Alison Krautkramer

Chris Lauer

Chris Sisko

Richard Knabb

Chris Juckins

Timothy Schott

Michelle Mainelli

Edward Rappaport

For developing, implementing and conducting outreach
for new National Hurricane Center Tropical Cyclone
Surface Wind Speed Probability products.

Greg Mann

Sven Nelaimischkies

Shannon White

Robert Rood

Ernest Jillson

Robert Burke

Steven Taylor

Mark Tew

For developing and implementing the new marine
weather warning bulletin to better alert coastal and
Great Lakes mariners of hazardous weather events.

Jon Gottschalck

Michelle L'Heureux

Brad Pugh

Wiassila Thiaw

Wangiu Wang

Eric Blake

Klaus Weickmann, OAR

Edward Berry

For issuing the first highly skilled, physically based
forecasts of weather and climate hazards in the global
Tropics based on an ensemble forecast system developed
at the Climate Prediction Center.

Weather Forecast Office, Jackson, Miss.

For providing a life saving tornado warning 37 minutes
before the Caledonia, Miss., school complex was struck
on January 10, 2008.

Center Weather Service Unit, Fort Worth, Texas
For leadership in developing improved weather services
for the nation's future Air Traffic System.

Weather Forecast Office, Chicago, Illinois

For effective and accurate prediction of an extremely
rare January tornado that struck northern Illinois
January 7, 2008, resulting in no loss of life and only five
minor injuries.



Weather Forecast Office, Eureka, Calif.

Weather Forecast Office, Medford, Ore.

Weather Forecast Office, Sacramento, Calif.

For exceptional support of wildfire response and
suppression efforts that saved numerous lives during the
summer of 2008.

Weather Forecast Office, Sioux Falls, S.D.

Weather Forecast Office, Rapid City, S.D.

Weather Forecast Office, Aberdeen, S.D.

For unique and superior customer service during three
powerful blizzards and flooding across South Dakota in
the spring 20009.

Weather Forecast Office, Quad Cities, lowa/lllinois
Weather Forecast Office, Des Moines, lowa

North Central River Forecast Center

For providing 24 hour decision support services and life
saving river flood warnings during the historic and
destructive Midwest Flood of June 2008.
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Weather Forecast Office, Huntsville, Ala.

Weather Forecast Office, Little Rock, Ark.

Weather Forecast Office, Memphis, Tenn.

Weather Forecast Office, Nashville, Tenn.

Weather Forecast Office, Paducah, Ky.

Storm Prediction Center

For providing proactive and life saving service during the
record breaking February 5, 2008, Super Tuesday killer
tornado outbreak.

Weather Forecast Office, Lake Charles, La.

Weather Forecast Office, Baton Rouge/New Orleans,
La.

Lower Mississippi River Forecast Center

Weather Forecast Office, Shreveport, La.

For dedication in providing life saving warning and

forecast support during consecutive Hurricanes Gustav

and Ike.



_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________|]
Office of Oceanic and Atmospheric Research

Dorn Carlson

For superior leadership in the successful management of
the NOAA Ballast Water Management Demonstration
Program.

Joseph J. Cione

For demonstrating the capabilities of the UAS for
obtaining critical low-level measurements of the
moisture flux in the hurricane inner core.

Bradley Hall

For contributions to the accurate calibration of
greenhouse and other important atmospheric gases for
NOAA, the nation, and the global community.

Charles A. Brock

Daniel M. Murphy

Thomas B. Ryerson

Timothy S. Bates

Patricia K. Quinn

For leadership of field missions during the International
Polar Year that provided data on the climate-sensitive,
fast-changing region of the Arctic.

Stephen S. Weygandt

Stanley G. Benjamin

John M. Brown

Geoffrey Manikin, NWS

Geoffrey J. DiMego, NWS

For developing the first NCEP operational radar
reflectivity assimilation technique and improving
convective storm forecasting.

Daniel J. Gottas

Seth I. Gutman

Paul J. Neiman

David R. Reynolds, NWS

Allen B. White

For innovative contributions to the development of the
Coastal Atmospheric River Monitoring and Early
Warning System.

Anand Gnanadesikan

Jennifer Hammond, NMFS

Paula Keener-Chavis

Claude Frederick (Rick) Lumpkin

For remarkable contributions and original concepts in
the design and leverage of the Sant Ocean Hall, the
national exhibition on the global ocean.
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Distinguished Career Awards

National Environmental Satellite, Data and Information Service

Daniel R. Metzger
For more than a third of a century of sustained
innovation, productivity, and leadership in the

management, imaging, and transfer of geophysical data.

National Marine Fisheries Service

John Boreman Jr.

For an outstanding legacy as a scientist and leader in
advancing the scientific basis for management of living
marine resources in the United States.

John “Jay”Burnett

For over twenty-five years of sustained excellence and
leadership as a scientist at sea and in the laboratory to
advance sustainable U.S. fisheries.

Rennie Holt

For leadership and management of NOAA's Antarctic
Marine Living Resources Program, providing scientific
advice for international resource management.

Alex Wertheimer

For outstanding pioneering research on the role of
marine ecosystems in the development and preservation
of wild and hatchery salmon stocks in Alaska.

Robert J. Williams

For sustained leadership in promoting an agency-wide
focus for state-of-the-art facilities, maintenance, and
repair at NOAA's Fisheries Service.

National Ocean Service

Alicia L. Jarboe

For thirty-four years of outstanding federal service,
including the management and supervision of people,
projects, and pathways to environmental sustainability.

Alan Mearns

For exceptional contributions to ocean pollution science
and enhancing public awareness about the effects of
marine pollution on complex biological systems.

Gilbert Mitchell

For service to the National Geodetic Survey that
resulted in increased efficiency, implementation of new
and modern geodetic techniques, and a legacy of
knowledge transfer benefitting the people of the U.S.



- ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________|
Office of Oceanic and Atmospheric Research

Robert Davies-Jones

For scientific achievement in the application of
observations and theory to the understanding of the
dynamics of severe convective storms and tornado genesis
mechanismes.

Frank D. Marks Jr.

For pioneering achievements in airborne radar remote
sensing of tropical cyclones and severe storms to improve
the understanding of storm structure.

Richard J. McLaughlin

For sustained, outstanding and diverse contributions to
the success of airborne sampling instruments requiring
creative design skills and mechanical craftsmanship.

Maureen V. McMahon

For exemplary, sustained and broad administrative
support for the Air Resources Lab while also setting high
standards for professionalism and courtesy.

Daniel E. Wolfe

For long-term stewardship of the Boulder Atmospheric
Observatory and its recent revitalization as a world-class
climate observing facility.

|
Office of the Federal Coordinator for Meteorological Services

Samuel P. Williamson

For leadership in developing and fielding the Next
Generation Weather Radar and leading interagency
cooperation to benefit the nation’s citizens.
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Employees/Team Members

of the Month

October
Jason Baker, NWS
Erin Moreland, NMFS

November

Nancy DeFrancesco, NESDIS

Donald Denbo, OAR
December

William Sweet, NOS
Stephanie Broad, OGC
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January
Yvonne Lam, NMFS
Steve Parra, OMAO

February
Scott Stalin, OAR
Michael Brewer, NWS

March
Ed Owens, CAO
Randy Cheng, NESDIS

April
Kevin Fleming, OMAO
Sudha Sundar, NOS



Many thanks to those individuals who contributed
so much to the success of today’s program

Special thanks to:

NOAA Incentive Awards Program Manager
Jennifer L. Heyob, WFMO

NOAA Communications & External Affairs
Jerry Slaff

Incentive Awards Program Line and Staff Office Representatives
Sloane Strother, NOS
Delores Frazier, NWS
Flanisha Barrett, NWS

Cheryl Alexander, NMFS
Steven Schumacher, NMFS
Yolanda Cooper, OAR
Christina Heyse, NESDIS
Kathy Lewis, DUS
Nancy Jackson, OMAO
Debra Rodgers, CFO
Marilou Shanefelt, OGC
Denise M. Tyler-Littleford, AGO
Rosa Sorrell, CAO
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