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National Environmental Satellite  
Date and Information Service

Yong Han

For developing state-of-the-art processing, 
calibration, and monitoring of Cross-track 
Infrared Souder full spectral resolution data 
for weather and climate applications.

Gregory Schneider

For leading the Ocean and Fisheries 
Working Group of the Asia-Pacific 
Economic Cooperation Forum to establish 
terms of reference and a program of work.

Jane S. Hannuksela
Richard A. Domingue
Steven M. Fransen
Keith R. Kirkendall
Kim W. Kratz

For professional excellence in negotiating 
an agreement to provide fish passage for 
threatened Chinook and steelhead at Mud 
Mountain Dam in Washington.

NOAA ADMINISTRATOR’S AWARD

The NOAA Administrator’s Awards recognize employees who have demonstrated exceptional leader-
ship, skill, and ingenuity in their significant, unique, and original contributions that bring unusual 
credit to NOAA, DOC, and the Federal Government. The award includes $5,000; in the case of 
group awards, this is distributed equally among winners.

Kristin Rusello
Elizabethann English
David Pearl
Cheryl Sexton McCarty
Stacey Nathanson (OGC)
LT Alexander Johnston (OMAO)

For outstanding accomplishment 
combating: illegal fishing, bycatch of 
protected living marine resources; and shark 
catches on the high seas.

National Marine Fisheries Service
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National Ocean Service

Maria Brown
Karen Reyna
Daniel Howard
Lillian Ferguson
Lisa Wooninck
Matthew Brookhart
William Douros
Brian Johnson
Theodore Beuttler (OGC)

For dedication and perseverance in 
expansion of Cordell Bank and Gulf of the 
Farallones national marine sanctuaries.

Christopher Clement
Alison Hammer Weingast
David Morris (“Moe”) Nelson
Jill Petersen
Jason Rolfe
Nancy Wallace
Aneesah Whaley

For implementing an innovative and 
collaborative program to assess and  
respond to coastal threats resulting from 
Hurricane Sandy.

LCDR Michael Gonsalves
Christina Fandel
Patrick Keown

For exceptional analysis and planning of 
Arctic charting priorities facing the U.S., 
Canada, Norway, and Denmark.

Benjamin Haskell
Anne Smrcina
Matthew Lawrence
Leila Hatch
David Wiley
Dave Slocum
Alan Collette
Alice Stratton
Craig MacDonald
Kate Thompson
Vernon Smith
Robert Brock
Cheryl Oliver
Catherine Marzin
Matthew Stout
Anne-Marie Runfola

For leveraging a unique partnership to 
showcase NOAA during the 38th voyage 
of the Charles W. Morgan, the world’s last 
surviving wooden whaleship.

Gary Shigenaka
Bradford Benggio

For leadership, expertise, and protection 
of the environment provided as part of an 
international effort following the 2014 
Bangladesh oil spill.
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LaTonya Burgess
Hugh Johnson
Brian Julius
John Kaperick
Dana Larson
Amy Merten
John Parker
Robb Wright
Kari Sheets (NWS)

For implementation of the first NOAA 
operational web-mapping application in a 
federally secure cloud environment.

Rebecca Allee
Todd Davison
Laura Golden
Alan Lewitus
Rob Magnien
Scott Cross (NESDIS)
Marjorie Elizabeth Clarke (NMFS)
Steve Giordano (NMFS)
Kristen Laursen (NMFS)
Douglas Lipton (NMFS)
Susan Baker (NOS)
Shannon McArthur (NWS)
Paula Davidson (NWS)
Nicole Kurkowski (NWS)
Shelby Walker (OAR)
Tracy Rouleau (PPI)

For completing NOAA RESTORE Act 
Science Program’s Science Plan — a shared 
vision for applying science to shape the 
future Gulf of Mexico ecosystem.
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National Weather Service

Steven Pfaff

For outstanding public service to improve 
the flow of Lifesaving information to 
hearing impaired persons via the Weather 
Ready Nation Ambassador program.

William Rasch
Darren Van Cleave
Tom Dang

For developing and implementing a 
revolutionary way for NWS offices to easily 
make and share digital forecasts in a high-
quality GIS graphic.

Leslie Wanek
Michael Staudenmaier
Steven Apfel
Claudia Bell

For the design, development, and 
implementation of an innovative “IDSS 
Roadshow” training curriculum.

Tim McClung
Steven Pritchett
Curtis Marshall
Ben Kyger
Rebecca Cosgrove
Scott Jacobs
Cameron Shelton
Michelle Mainelli
Drew Saunders (NESDIS)
David Helms (NESDIS)
Kevin Kelleher (OAR)
John Schneider (OAR)
Greg Pratt (OAR)

For successfully transitioning the 
Meteorological Assimilation Data Ingest 
System to operations within the NWS.
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Chelsea Berg
Joshua Brown
Dorn Carlson
Jonathan Eigen
Nikola Garber
Sami Grimes
Chris Hayes
Michael Liffmann
Mary Robinson
Elizabeth Rohring
Nadia Musa (AGO)

For exceptional skill and dedication in 
program and grant execution and oversight, 
resulting in awarding $24 million to support 
300+ resilience projects. 

Office of  
Oceanic and Atmospheric Research

Ko Barrett
Cynthia Decker
Adam Parris
Kathelene Williamson
David Easterling (NESDIS)
Kandis Wyatt (NESDIS)
Stephanie Herring (NESDIS)
Thomas Karl (NESDIS)
Roger Griffis (NMFS)
Margaret Davidson (NOS)
David Diamond (USAO)
Brady Phillips (USAO)
MacKenzie Tepel (USAO)

For leadership and outstanding 
contributions in developing, supporting, 
and implementing the third National 
Climate Assessment.
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Office of the Under Secretary

Linda Lawhorn-Brown

For sustained superior administrative 
performance and commitment to the 
mission and goals of NOAA Headquarters.

Troy S. Wilds

For exceptional support to NOAA 
Headquarters by leading the Government 
Group on Space Commercialization and 
developing the NOAA Commercial  
Space Policy.

Abigail Harper

For exemplary service and leadership that 
strengthened NOAA’s enterprise-level 
program risk assessment and management, 
and significant contributions to NOAA’s 
satellite programs.

Office of the Chief Financial Officer
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Elaine Harrell
Shawn Puyear

For developing a real-time, online 
monitoring and tracking system for Gulf of 
Mexico and Highly Migratory Species catch 
share programs.

TECHNOLOGY TRANSFER AWARDS

The NOAA Technology Transfer Awards recognize NOAA scientific, engineering, and technical 
employees for achievements that are developed further as commercial applications, or that advance 
the transfer of NOAA science and technology to U.S. businesses, academia, other government and 
non-government entities. The award includes $2,500. In the case of group awards, this is distributed 
equally among winners.

National Marine Fisheries Service

Office of  
Oceanic and Atmospheric Research

Ian Taylor

For leading development, management, 
dissemination, and teaching of R4SS to 
improve the assessment and management of 
our nation’s fisheries resources.

Timothy S. Hunter

For demonstrated success in, 
and commitment to, transferring 
hydrometeorological research and data 
products to international and Great Lakes 
constituents.

John A. Ogren
Patrick J. Sheridan
James W. Wendell

For developing a small and robust 
instrument to monitor light absorption 
by atmospheric aerosols, and recruiting a 
manufacturer to produce it commercially.
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Thomas Scott
Ken Webb

Microparticulate Feeder for  
Larval and Juvenile Fishes 
(U.S. Patent No. 9113615B1,  
issued August 25, 2015)

This novel fish feeder allows fish farmers 
to feed young fish automatically on 
a recurrent basis while protecting the 
feed from oxidation and clumping. The 
Microparticulate Feeder was developed to 
solve specific problems with raising larval 
and juvenile fish on a dry food diet. The 
device combines off-the-shelf solenoids 
and controller software with an innovative 
dispensing unit that uses forced nitrogen 
gas to both deliver the feed and keep 
the environment free from oxygen and 
moisture. The feeder can deliver small  
(ca. 20 mg), precise doses of micro-
particulate (ca. 100 µm diameter) feed  
to selected locations.

NOAA PATENT HOLDERS

In 2015, NOAA received a U.S. Patent for a technology developed at the Northwest Fisheries 
Science Center.  The Technology Partnerships Office is now seeking licensees in the private sector to 
commercialize this technology and increase the impact of NOAA’s innovative mission-based work. 
Such efforts are mandated by the Technology Transfer Act of 1980 and directly responsive to the 
2011 Presidential Memorandum: Accelerating Technology Transfer and Commercialization of 
Federal Research in Support of High-Growth Businesses.

National Marine Fisheries Service
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March 2015

William Sweet, NOS
Will Tyburczy, PPI

April 2015

Kristin Rusello, NMFS
Joselyd Garcia, OMAO

May 2015

Jay Harris, OAR
Don Horvat, NWS

June 2015

Jeannine Montgomery, OE
Heidi Samuelson, NESDIS

July 2015

James (JJ) Johnson, OMAO
Karen Kavanaugh, NOS

August 2015

Shelia Deiotte, NWS
Emma Htun, NMFS

September 2015

Boyin Huang, NESDIS
Ryan Spackman, OAR

October 2015

Monica Youngman, NOS
Lola Stith, OCIO

EMPLOYEES/TEAM MEMBERS OF THE MONTH

These awards reward excellence for demonstrated and sustained effort in advancing NOAA’s 
mission. The NOAA Employee of the Month Award honors an outstanding employee chosen  
from among all occupations and grade levels except members of the Senior Executive Service  
and Office Directors. The NOAA Team Member of the Month Award pays tribute to an outstanding 
non-Federal employee, such as a contractor, who works for and with us.
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We appreciate the work of the many individuals across  
NOAA who contributed  to our efforts to recognize our  

colleagues’ outstanding achievements.

Special thanks to:

The Nominators

Line and Staff Office Performance Management and Awards Committees

NOAA Incentive Awards Board Members

Line and Staff Office Incentive Awards Program Representatives
Albert Maynard, AGO

Augusta Gudeman, NESDIS
Charlene Dunn, CFO
Cheryl Jones, OAR

Cynthia Burley, WFMO
Daria Webb, OCIO

Delores Frazier, NWS
Helen Buggs, OCAO
Kathy Lewis, ODUS
Keisha Palmer, OAR
Kristen Tronvig, PPI

Lydia Kenlaw, OCAO
Marie Toussaint, AGO

Nancy Jackson, OMAO
Octavia Saine, OGC

Rachel Kinney, NESDIS
Sloane Strother, NOS

Tim Ash, NMFS
Tishema Miller, OCIO
Yolanda Cooper, OAR

Workforce Management Office
Debbie Farmer
Karen Robin
Susan Barker


