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NOAA Administrator’s Awards

Office of Acquisition and Grants

Jack O. Salmon, Jr.
Christine L. Jeffries
Margaret A. Rankin
Alan S. Goldstein, OMAO
Lcdr. Kristie J. Twining, OMAO
Capt. Harris B. Halverson II, OMAO
Russell D. Cook, NWS
Peter P. Dodge, OAR
John F. Gamache, OAR
Frank D. Marks, Jr., OAR
Cdr. William R. Odell, NESDIS

For outstanding management of the G-IV
Tail Doppler Radar project, enhancing
NOAA’s weather forecasting and research
capability.

National Environmental Satellite, Data, and Information Service

Jaime Daniels
Walter Wolf
For outstanding leadership of the timely
and quality delivery of the GOES-R
science algorithm.

Walter H.F. Smith
Eric W. Leuliette
John L. Lillibridge III
Laurence L. Miller
Scott Jacobs, NWS
Joseph M. Sienkiewicz, NWS
For scientific excellence and leadership in
using experimental satellite ice mission
CryoSat-2 to enhance near real-time
marine and hurricane forecasts.

Bernadette Foreman
Stacey Hurcombe
For innovative leadership in developing
and enforcing administrative policies that
support more efficient and effective
Government property management.
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National Marine Fisheries Service

Lynne Barre
For skill, originality, and persistence in
developing regulations to protect
endangered Southern Resident killer
whales from harassment by vessels.

Anne Mullan
Ben Meyer
For developing creative solutions to
programmatically provide Endangered
Species Act section 7 coverage to
landowners whose homes were damaged
by catastrophic flooding.

Cdr. Brian Parker, OMAO
For exceptional leadership and tireless
enthusiasm in developing an electronic
landings data reporting system for
Atlantic highly migratory species.

National Ocean Service

Capt. Michele Finn
Brendan Bray
Kevin Kirsch
John Kaperick
Michele Riley, CAO
Charlie Henry
Jason Manthey, CAO
For enhancing NOAA emergency
preparedness, response, and recovery
operations by design and construction of
the Gulf of Mexico Disaster Response
Center.

Douglas Helton
Lisa Symons
For developing and implementing a
groundbreaking approach to address the
greatest pollution threats from undersea
wrecks before spills occur.

Norman F. Meade
Vernon R. Leeworthy
Tony M. Penn
For innovative research to estimate the
total economic value of Hawaii’s coral reef
ecosystems to the American public.

Robert Yerena, NMFS
For building exemplary agency
partnerships and public support for
effective enforcement and protection of
Monterey Bay National Marine
Sanctuary.
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National Weather Service
Mark Betsch
Ray Lopez
Randy Switzer
For extraordinary effort to develop and
complete an infrastructure upgrade project
to ensure continuous crucial weather
forecast operations at the NWS Kansas
City facility.

Parks Camp
Keith Stellman
Kris Lander
Jay Laseman
Paul Kirkwood
For the development and implementation
of a new revolutionary storm damage
data collection system utilizing GIS and
mobile technologies.

Kathleen A. Cole
For exceptional dedication and
extraordinary service in providing direct
support to the U.S. Coast Guard Cutter
Healy during an emergency fuel resupply
mission to Nome, Alaska.

Greg Mann
Richard Wagenmaker
Michael Dutter
David Schwab, OAR
Greg Lang, OAR
Mark Vincent, OAR
Hendrik Tolman
John Kelley, NOS
Greg Mott, NOS
Frank Aikman, NOS
Aijun Zhang, NOS
For the successful integration of Great
Lakes marine forecasts from NOAA line
offices, assuring consistency throughout
the NOAA marine product suite.

Sanja Perica
For leadership in developing and
delivering a new suite of climatic rainfall
information for engineering design
standards.
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Office of Oceanic and Atmospheric Research
Dianne Burgess
Kathleen Stewart
For extraordinary administrative service,
coordination, and teamwork during an
extended period of organizational
transition.

Stephen M. Griffies
For scientific vision, leadership and
development of NOAA’s world-renowned
Modular Ocean Model, MOM4, for
climate modeling, research and
predictions.

Matthew J. Martinsen
For accomplishments in improving
student science, technology, engineering
and mathematics science education and
internship opportunities in the Barrow,
Alaska Inupiat community and assisting
local college educators.

Office of Marine and Aviation Operations

Cdr. Scott Sirois
Anthony Siebers, NWS
For leadership and contribution in
coordinating NOAA efforts to support
U.S. government response to the 2011
Japan earthquake and tsunami.

Rear Adm. Jonathan W. Bailey
For outstanding leadership, dedication to
duty, and superior accomplishments
during a 32-year career.

Office of the Under Secretary

Capt. Anita L. Lopez
For superior leadership during NOAA’s
response to the 2011 Japanese
earthquake, tsunami, and radiation
crisis.
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Technology Transfer Awards

National Marine Fisheries Service
Michael Rust
Ken Massee
Thomas Wade
Matthew Cook

Office of Oceanic and Atmospheric Research

Kelly Goodwin
Christopher Sinigalliano

For development and transfer of sablefish
hatchery technology to industry and
establishment of sablefish as a new
marine species for aquaculture in the U.S.

For exceptional leadership in developing
and transferring microbial source tracking
tools to identify coastal waters
contamination sources and allowing city
and county managers to devise mitigation
strategies to restore water quality, decrease
risks to human health, and preserve
coastal economies.
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NOAA Patent Holders

Office of Oceanic and Atmospheric Research
James Churnside
James Jordan
Earth Systems Research Laboratory

DDDDDetection of etection of etection of etection of etection of TTTTTransient Sransient Sransient Sransient Sransient Signals inignals inignals inignals inignals in
DDDDDoppler Soppler Soppler Soppler Soppler Spectrapectrapectrapectrapectra (U.S. Patent No.
8,022,864, issued September 20, 2011)

The invention relates to the art of signal
processing. In particular, a statistical
technique to detect transient signals in
power spectra, particularly for Doppler
spectra used in radar and related
applications.

National Weather Service
Chung-Chu Teng
Richard Bouchard
Rodney Riley
National Data Buoy Center

SSSSSystem for monitoring, determining,ystem for monitoring, determining,ystem for monitoring, determining,ystem for monitoring, determining,ystem for monitoring, determining,
and rand rand rand rand reporeporeporeporeporting dirting dirting dirting dirting directional spectra ofectional spectra ofectional spectra ofectional spectra ofectional spectra of
ocean surocean surocean surocean surocean surface wavface wavface wavface wavface waves in near res in near res in near res in near res in near real-timeeal-timeeal-timeeal-timeeal-time
frfrfrfrfrom a moorom a moorom a moorom a moorom a moored buoed buoed buoed buoed buoyyyyy     (U.S. Patent No.
8,195,395, issued June 5, 2012)

The invention relates to wave
measurement using moored buoys: in
particular, the National Data Buoy
Center’s directional wave measurement
system, which uses a system of sensors,
processors, algorithms, and
communications on a moored buoy to
measure the components of a directional
wave spectrum and transmit the spectrum
to a shoreside processing center for analysis
and dissemination.



8

Employees/Team Members of the Month

AAAAAprilprilprilprilpril
Mohamed Chaouchi, NOS
Bill Spencer, USEC

MMMMMayayayayay
Margaret Miller, NMFS
Ronald Anielak, OMAO

JJJJJuneuneuneuneune
Alice Gottschling, OAR
Daryl Herzmann, NWS

JJJJJulyulyulyulyuly
Kate Steff, AGO
Jesse Varner, NESDIS

AAAAAugustugustugustugustugust
Greg Speer, OMAO
Jamie Kum, NOS

SSSSSeptembereptembereptembereptembereptember
Terrell Ballard, NWS
Sheila Jarnes, NMFS

OOOOOctoberctoberctoberctoberctober
Joel Perlroth, NESDIS
Sang-Ki Lee, OAR
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Gold Medal Recipients

National Marine Fisheries Service
Bruce B. Collette
Leadership

For leadership in use of the International
Union for the Conservation of Nature’s
Red List Criteria to assess extinction risks
of tunas and billfish.

National Weather Service
Christine Brunner
Harold Opitz
Robert Hartman
Robert Shedd
John Halquist
Pedro Restrepo
Ronald Horwood
Billy Olsen
Leadership

For exceptional leadership in
spearheading the implementation of the
new Community Hydrologic Prediction
System for river and water resources
forecasting.

Brian A. Connelly
Mark M. Ziemer
Steve D. Buan
Mike DeWeese
Joshua Scheck
John Paul Martin
Customer service

For developing new tools and operational
decision support, to ensure 11,000
citizens were safely evacuated before the
Souris River Flood in Minot, N.D.

Douglas C. Birck
Joseph E. Hannon
Heroism

For heroic effort in saving the life of a
woman involved in a vehicle accident.

The Department’s Gold and Silver medals will be presented on
January 8, 2013, in Washington, D.C.
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Office of the Chief Information Officer
Rob Bruner
Sandra Giger
Anne Rung, DOC
Jerry Harper, DOC
Timothy Halton, NIST
Mike Palensky, Census
Mark Hopson, Census
Mark E. Markovich, Census
Greg Lower, BEA
Personal and professional excellence

For utilizing innovative private sector
strategies to drive down the costs of
computers by 40 percent and improve
services delivered to Commerce customers.

National Environmental Satellite, Data, and Information Service

Joseph Mulligan
Alexander Pozniak
Philip Green
Edward Tabor
Dejiang Han
James Valenti
Rhapsody Smith Dearring
Walt Schleicher
Harry Douglas Whiteley
Lakel Smith
Scientific/engineering achievement

For reducing by half the time delay for
Metop satellite data by establishing the
Antarctic Data Acquisition station.
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National Ocean Service
Dru Smith
Scientific/engineering achievement

For design and execution of GSVS11,
proving accurate elevations will be
achievable with GPS via GRAV-D,
saving millions of dollars on floodplain
mapping alone.

Office of Oceanic and Atmospheric Research
Leo J. Donner
Paul A. Ginoux
Jean-Christophe Golaz
Richard Hemler
Larry W. Horowitz
Yi Ming
Marcel D. Schwarzkopf
Michael Winton
Andrew Wittenberg
Bruce Wyman
Scientific/engineering achievement

For innovative modeling of atmospheric
composition and climate interactions,
leading to a fundamental new
understanding of aerosols in climate
change.

Office of Marine & Aviation Operations

Lt. Joshua Slater
Heroism

For heroism and courage in actions that
resulted in saving the lives of a mother
and her two children from drowning.
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Silver Medal Recipients

National Marine Fisheries Service
Michael Rubino
Susan Bunsick
Kate Naughten
Christine Blackburn, USEC
Brian Fredieu
Chris Botnick
David A. O’Brien
David Alves
T. Diane Windham
Jessica Beck
Leadership

For developing new department and
NOAA aquaculture policies that advance
the U.S. aquaculture industry and protect
coastal and marine environments.

Office of the Chief Information Officer
Stefan Leeb
Jeremy Warren, OAR
Lawrence Reed
Tonya Banks
Charles MacFarland, NESDIS
Richard Beeler, OAR
Julia Begley, NMFS
Thomas Murphy, NOS
Gustavo Limon, NWS
Leadership

For leading the implementation of the
Unified Messaging Service at NOAA,
providing state-of-the-art email, calendar,
and collaboration tools.
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National Weather Service

Storm Prediction Center
Personal/professional excellence

For providing exceptional, life-saving
hazardous weather services prior to and
during historic April 27, 2011, southeast
U.S. tornado outbreak.

Vic Pizzo
Robert Craver
Doug Biesecker
Ann Newman
Michael Husler
John Ward
Justin Cooke
Christine Caruso Magee
Scientific/engineering achievement

For development and transitioning the
nation’s first physics-based space weather
model, which increased forecast lead times
by a factor of ten.

Weather Forecast Office Birmingham,
Alabama

Weather Forecast Office Huntsville,
Alabama

Weather Forecast Office Jackson,
Mississippi

Customer service

For exemplary customer service and
extreme dedication to duty in the face of
unprecedented challenges during the April
27, 2011, Super Outbreak.

Weather Forecast Office Springfield,
Missouri

Customer service

For exemplary performance, customer
service, and decision support during and
after the violent EF5 tornado that struck
Joplin, Mo.

Weather Forecast Office St. Louis,
Missouri

Customer service

For providing exceptional, life-saving
preparedness, outreach, and customer
service both before and during the EF4
tornado of April 22, 2011.
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Office of Marine & Aviation Operations

Hydrographic Survey Division, NOS
Navigation Services Division, NOS
NOAA Ship Ferdinand R. Hassler
Personal and professional excellence

For outstanding dedication and expertise
in survey operations that restored
maritime commerce to Chesapeake Bay
following Hurricane lrene.

National Ocean Service
Maureen Kenny
Edward Myers
Michael Aslaksen
Stephen White
Stephen Gill
Gerald Hovis
Manoj Samant
Douglas Brown
Scientific/engineering achievement

For building and delivering a tool to
simply and accurately transform and
integrate disparate elevation data sets for
coastal decision making.
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Many thanks to those individuals who contributed
so much to the success of today’s program.

Special thanks to:

NOAA Workforce Management Office
Karen Robin
Gail Perry

NOAA Communications & External Affairs
Jerry Slaff

Office of Oceanic and Atmospheric Research
Patricia McBride-Finneran

Incentive Awards Program Line and Staff Office Representatives
Marie Toussaint, AGO
Lydia Kenlaw, CAO

Andrew Venaglia, CIO
Christina Heyse, NESDIS
Cheryl Alexander, NMFS

Sloane Strother, NOS
Delores Frazier, NWS
Yolanda Cooper, OAR
Octavia Saine, OGC

Nancy Jackson, OMAO
Kathy Lewis, DUS


