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Introduction 

Dr. Holly Bamford 

Deputy Assistant Administrator for National Ocean Services 
 and Coastal Zone Management 

 

National Anthem 

Candace Myers 

NOAA Office of Marine and Aviation Operations 

 

Address 

Dr. Jane Lubchenco 

Under Secretary of Commerce for Oceans and Atmosphere  
Administrator, National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 

 

Presentation of Awards 

Dr. Jane Lubchenco 
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Line and Staff Office Representatives 

 

Closing 

Dr. Holly Bamford 
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NOAA Ship Thomas Jefferson, Norfolk, VA 

 

For the heroic rescue of Mr. Jeremy Lakowski, the pilot of a downed Cessna 172 
off the coast of Key West, FL.  

Office of Marine and Aviation Operations 

John S. Ramsdell 

 

For intensive data review, design and conduction of novel research that demon-
strates how harmful algal bloom poisoning can progress to neurological disease. 

National Ocean Service 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
 

For providing exemplary scientific and support services to the nation in response 
to the unprecedented Deepwater Horizon catastrophe. 

Office of the Under Secretary 

2011 Gold Medal Recipients 

Office of Oceanic and Atmospheric Research 

For excellence in research and data stewardship leading to a more confident      
assessment of the influence of human-induced climate change on hurricanes. 
  

Radar Research & Development Division 

 

For scientific and engineering excellence in adapting military phased array radar 
technology to improve U.S. weather radar capabilities. 

Thomas Knutson 
Morris Bender 
Steven Garner 
Isaac Held 
James Kossin 

Christopher Landsea 
Shian-Jiann Lin 
Joseph Sirutis 
Gabriel Vecchi 
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2011 Silver Medal Recipients 

National Environmental Satellite, Data and Information Service 

Don W. Hillger 
Timothy J. Schmit 
 

For revolutionizing NOAA Science Tests for geostationary satellites, significantly 
reducing the likelihood of a single satellite configuration. 

National Marine Fisheries Service 

 
 
 

 

National Weather Service 

John T. Bradshaw 
 

For pioneering the establishment of NWS’ first Regional Operations Center for 
delivering expert disaster support to federal and state agencies. 

Samuel J. Oltmans 
 

For developing balloon-borne measurements of stratospheric water vapor and 
conducting monthly profiles for 30 years that produced world class data. 

Office of Oceanic and Atmospheric Research 

Irma Lagomarsino 
Steven Edmondson 
Dan Hytrek 
James Simondet 

Brian Cluer 
David White 
Joseph Dillon 

For negotiating the Klamath Basin Restoration Agreement and the Klamath  
Hydroelectric Settlement Agreement. 

 

Northeast Regional Office  
Northeast Fisheries Science Center 
 

For development and implementation of a fundamentally new management approach to 
achieve a sustainable and efficient Northeast groundfish fishery. 

Shrinivas Moorthi 
Jordan C. Alpert 
Glenn H. White 

Hui-Ya Chuang 
Yu-Tai Hou 

For the implementation of the most significant improvements in the performance of 
the NCEP Global Forecast System in the past 10 years. 
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2011 Administrator’s Awards  

National Environmental Satellite, Data and Information Service 
David McAdoo 

 

For scientific excellence and international leadership in the development of      
satellite-based methods for monitoring the thickness and volume of Arctic sea ice. 

Mark Mulholland 
Guinevere Leeder (USAF) 
Duane Bird (USAF) 

Jessica Tok (USAF) 
Erin Dunagan (USAF) 
Amy Ianacone (USAF) 

For enabling exchange of vital space debris collision avoidance data with NOAA’s 
European mission partner. 

National Marine Fisheries Service 

Megan Callahan-Grant 
Edward Meyer 
Marc Liverman 

Kenneth Phippen 
Charley Wheeler 

For implementing an expedited and highly coordinated program to plan, permit and  
remove Gold Ray Dam, giving access to 333 miles of spawning habitat. 

Kathy Ceballos 
Thomas Ahnemann 
Mark Eames (OGC) 

Christopher Fontecchio (OGC) 
Leah Melendy (OGC) 

For completing the exemplary administrative record for the Federal Columbia 
River Power System Biological Opinion and Supplemental Biological Opinion. 

Tina Chang 
William S. Roberts 

Henny Winarsoo 
Jaya Neti (NOS) 

 

For the development of a rigorous and sophisticated proposal tracking and  
evaluation system to enhance review of scientific research proposals.    
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Michael D. Ford 
LT Nicola Verplanck (OMAO) 

Craig Russell (OAR) 
D. Christopher Melrose 

For leading one of the longest continuous plankton tows in history (5236.3 nm) and 
completing NOAA's first survey across the Pacific Garbage Patch. 

Michael Rust 
Michael Rubino 
M. Kathleen Naughten 

Walton Dickhoff 
Linda Chaves 

For leadership in the NOAA-USDA Alternative Feeds Initiative to accelerate  
development of alternative feeds for marine aquaculture. 

National Ocean Service 
Jeffrey L. Hyland 

 

For scientific research that improves knowledge of estuarine and coastal ocean 
ecosystem health, including NOAA Sanctuaries and Reserves. 

Carl Alderson (NMFS) 
Mary Andrews (NMFS) 
John Rapp (NMFS) 
Linda Burlington (OGC) 
Kate Barfield (OGC) 

Marjorie Sams (OGC) 
Frank Csulak 
Simeon Hahn 
Krissy Rusello (NMFS) 

Eric M. Avila 

 

For developing the Tactical Decision Aid program used throughout the interna-
tional aviation community. 
 

Tanja Fransen 
Bill Martin 
 

For developing the innovative Cold Advisory for Newborn Livestock decision support 
tool for use by NOAA's partners and users with livestock interests. 

For outstanding and sustained efforts to resolve natural resource liability and 
provide restoration in three  states to offset impacts from the Athos Oil Spill in the 
Delaware River. 

National Weather Service   
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Fiona Horsfall 
Scott Dummer 
Mark Frazier 
Brian A. Connelly 
Gregory Gust 
Mark Ewens 
Michael Lukes 

 
Doug Kluck (NESDIS) 
Thomas C. Peterson (NESDIS) 

David R. Easterling (NESDIS) 
Michael J. Brewer (NESDIS) 

Jason Symonds (NESDIS) 
Robert S. Webb (OAR) 

Sean Wink 
Michael Staudenmaier 
Randy Miller 
Dean Rackham 
John Grznar 

Alberto Jimenez 
David Coleman 
Donald Maker 

For support to the Interagency Working Group addressing flooding and 
development of a NOAA Decision Support System for Devils Lake. 

For successfully implementing an innovative and cost effective new upper air 
program at WFO Las Vegas under tight time constraints. 

Todd Mogged 
Andrew Patrick 
 

For exceptional dedication in fostering key partnerships whose work resulted in an 
enhanced observation network over the northern Gulf of Mexico.    

Office of Marine and Aviation Operations  

CDR John Longenecker 
 

For outstanding program management and leadership skills, resulting in a timely 
and smooth acquisition of the King Air aircraft. 

Office of Oceanic and Atmospheric Research 

Evan B. Forde 
 

For outstanding communication of NOAA science, sharing the joy of science with 
students and helping to foster a science-literate society. 
 

Seth I. Gutman 
 

For long-term leadership in establishing a national ground-based GPS observing 
network for measuring and monitoring atmospheric water vapor. 
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Office of the Chief Administrative Officer  

Rebecca Lent (NMFS) 
Kimberly Blankenbeker (NMFS) 
Rachel O'Malley (NMFS) 
Kelly Denit  (NMFS) 
Ryan Wulff (NMFS) 
Margo Schulze-Haugen (NMFS) 
LeAnn Southward-Hogan (NMFS) 
Christropher Rogers (NMFS) 
Megan Walline (OGC) 
Derek Campbell (OGC) 
Guillermo Diaz (NMFS) 

Clay Porch (NMFS) 
Craig Brown (NMFS) 
Sarah McLaughlin (NMFS) 
Todd Dubois (NMFS) 
Stephanie Hunt (OLA) 
Deirdre Warner-Kramer (Dept of State) 

Chris Barrows (USCG) 
Randall Robinson (Dept of State) 
Rosemarie Gnam (DOI) 
Kelly Milton (USTR) 

Mark Jones 
 

For development of a new, innovative financial model for the NOAA Pacific      
Regional Center in Hawaii, ensuring successful operation of the center upon  
occupancy in 2012-2013.    

Office of the Deputy Assistant Secretary for International Fisheries 

For outstanding contributions at the 17th Annual Meeting of the International 
Commission for the Conservation of Atlantic Tuna. 

William Broglie (CAO) 
 

For leadership and commitment to strengthening corporate accountability,  
improving service delivery and fundamentally transforming OCAO's corporate 
facility program.  

Office of the Deputy Under Secretary for Operations  

Maureen Wylie (CFO) 
Laura Furgione (NWS) 
Paul Doremus (PPI) 
 

For exceptional leadership developing the new Strategy Execution and  
Evaluation System, which combines planning with budgeting and increases focus 
on execution and measurable outcomes. 
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Charles Green 
Robert Hogan 
Susan Beresford 
LaNetta McWilliams (CIO) 

 

For creating a new enforcement litigation database, allowing more timely  
tracking of pending cases, more efficient management of enforcement caseloads 
and sounder enforcement decisions.   

Office of General Counsel  

Office of the Principal Deputy Under Secretary for 
Oceans and Atmosphere  
Laura K. Furgione (NWS) 
Douglas Demaster (NMFS) 
John A. Calder (OAR) 
Ashley Chappell (NOS) 
Amy Holman (NOS) 

Elizabeth McLanahan (OIA) 
James Overland (OAR) 
Tracy Rouleau (NWS) 
Aimee Fish (NWS) 
LT Matt Glazewski (NWS) 

Workforce Management Office 

Shirley Miller 
 

For outstanding service and proactive management of NOAA’s Leadership 
Competencies Development Program. 

For the development of a clear, concise and compelling Arctic Vision and Strategy 
that aligns and articulates NOAA priorities in the fragile Arctic region. 
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Technology Transfer Awards 

National Weather Service 
 

Robert A. Rozumalski 

 

For developing, supporting and facilitating the transfer of forecasting technology  
between NOAA's National Weather Service and the global weather forecasting  
community. 
 

Office of Oceanic and Atmospheric Research 
 

Christopher L. Sabine 
Stacy Maenner Jones 
Christian Meinig 
Noah Lawrence-Slavas 
Patrick D. McLain 
Randy E. Bott 
 

For developing a sensor to measure carbon dioxide concentrations in the surface  
ocean and overlying atmosphere and transferring this design to a commercial vendor. 
 
 
 

April 
Robert F. Rogers, OAR 
Melody Magnus, NWS 
 
May 
Sarah Brabson, CIO 
Terry McPherson, NESDIS 
 
June 
Angel Negron, OMAO 
Max Ivanov, NOS 
 
 
 
 
 
 

July 
Aimee Fish, NWS 
Hui-Hua Lee, NMFS 
 
August 
William Pichel, NESDIS 
Dr. Yehiui (Ally) Zhang, OAR 
 
September 
Tom Landon, NOS 
Mara Wills, CAO 
 
 

Employees/Team Members of the Month 
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Many thanks to those individuals who contributed 
so much to the success of today’s program. 

 
Special thanks to: 

Interim NOAA Incentive Awards Program Manager 

Charlene McCollum, Director 

Policies and Program Management Division, WFMO 

 
NOAA Office of Communications 

Jerry Slaff 
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Jeremy Andrucyk, AGO 

Marie Toussaint, AGO 

Lydia Kenlaw, CAO 

Michael Dukes, CAO 

Kristen Purvis, CIO 

Kathy Lewis, DUS 

Christina Heyse, NESDIS 

Cheryl Alexander, NMFS 

Lynne Beck, NMFS 

Sloane Strother, NOS 

Delores Frazier, NWS 

 

 

 

Beverly Hernandez, NWS 

Flanisha Barrett, NWS 

Yolanda Cooper, OAR 

Octavia Saine, OGC 

Mary Ortiz, OMAO 

Nancy Jackson, OMAO 

Jennifer Heyob, WFMO 

Rhea Donfor, WFMO 

Sue Mullinix, WFMO 

Theresa Berry, WFMO 

 
 
 
 
 

Incentive Awards Program Line and Staff Office Representatives  
and Volunteers 
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