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2009 Administrator’s Award Recipients

National Environmental Satellite, Data and Information Service
Chris Wheeler
For outstanding technical leadership in managing the
Geostationary Operational Environmental Satellite on-orbit
constellation.

Pablo Clemente-Colón
Jeffrey Key
For scientific leadership and excellence in support of domestic
and international polar observing activities during the
International Polar Year.

National Marine Fisheries Service
Craig Rose
For scientific and collaborative leadership with commercial
fishermen to modify fishing gear to reduce bycatch of halibut
in the Pacific cod fishery.

Heather Young
For leading efforts to expand the Southeast Aquatic Resources
Partnership’s Aquatic Habitat Plan to include coastal,
estuarine, and marine habitats.

Michael Grady
For Endangered Species Act consultations that reduce conflict
with the Federal Highway Administration for more timely
delivery of highway projects.

Laura Cimo
For creating the first report to Congress on international
illegal, unregulated, and unreported fishing and protected
species bycatch and a draft rule to identify violating nations
and certify remedial actions.

Usha Varanasi
Tom Hom
Brendan Sylvander
Rebecca Pollock, NOS
Rebecca Smyth, NOS
For leadership and service in developing the Action Plan for
the West Coast Governors’ Agreement on Ocean Health,
advancing NOAA’s mission of conserving and managing
coastal and marine resources.

Yong Han
Fuzhong Weng
John Derber, NWS
For improving the accuracy of weather forecasts by developing
new and powerful radiative transfer models and techniques
to assimilate advanced satellite data.

Roger Zimmerman
Benjamin Higgins
Robert Colton
George P. (GP) Schmahl, NOS
Alan Bunn, NOS
Richard Cook
Charles Tyer
Mark Kinsey
Ashok Desai, CAO
Emma Hickerson, NOS
For leadership and diligence in swiftly and effectively
resuming mission-critical functions at NOAA’s Galveston
Lab in the aftermath of Hurricane Ike.

(William) Doug Wilson, NOS
J.W. Peyton Robertson, Jr.
Shannon Sprague, NOS
Douglas Levin
Andrew Larkin
For creating the first interpretive buoy system to integrate
real-time environmental data with cultural and educational
information about the Chesapeake Bay.

Donna Darm
Mark Hodor, OGC
Thomas Eagle
Brent Norberg
Garth Griffin
For reducing the consumption of threatened and endangered
Chinook salmon and steelhead by protected California sea
lions below the Bonneville Dam in the Columbia River.
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National Ocean Service
Steven Thur
For increasing NOAA’s international profile, repairing
relationships with key NOAA partners, improving employee
morale, and significantly advancing NOAA’s Coral Reef
Conservation Program.

David N. Stein
For outstanding leadership of a multi-agency coalition to
develop a geospatial decision support tool that supports the
Energy Policy Act of 2005.

Anne Walton
For leading the Marine Protected Area Management
Capacity Building Program, which has trained nearly
1,000 professionals throughout the world and resulted in 20
new internal and external partnerships.

Todd Goeks
Marguerite Matera, OGC
Jay Field
For providing critical technical, legal and strategic
leadership in settlement negotiations to expand and expedite
clean up at the Kalamazoo River superfund site.

David Wesley
Nicole Scillo
Jon Reinsch
For creating ResponseLINK, an innovative Web-based system
for sharing information during responses to oil and
hazardous material spills.

National Weather Service
Armando L. Garza
Regena K. Morrison
William L. Parker, Jr.
Lisa C. Frantz
For outstanding leadership of the National Weather Service
EEO and diversity programs which exceeded NOAA’s
diversity inclusion program goals.

John A. Schmidt
Anthony J. Anderson
James A. Paul
Britt E. Westergard
For the development and implementation of a new NOAA/
NWS River Forecast Center high resolution gridded flash
flood guidance application.



4

F. Martin Ralph
For exemplary leadership of the NOAA Unmanned Aircraft
System Program during its formative stage.

Kathelene Williamson
For support to all OAR headquarters and program offices at
a time when support was critically needed to implement a
new travel management system and to fill staffing gaps.

Office of Oceanic and Atmospheric Research
Tilden P. Meyers
For exemplary leadership and implementation of scientific
strategies as acting director of the Atmospheric Turbulence
and Diffusion Division.

Office of the Under Secretary
Tim McClung
Mike Walker
Bradley Akamine
For outstanding support in leading, developing,
coordinating, and presenting 2008/2009 NOAA transition
materials for all of the NOAA line and staff offices and key
NOAA programmatic areas.
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NOAA Technology Transfer Award

April
Bruce Plott, NESDIS
Todd Pearce, OAR

May
Liz Davenport, NOS
Ahmed Sharaf, CAO

June
Bonita Nelson, NMFS
Michael Hilla, OMAO

Office of Oceanic and Atmospheric Research
Tracy L. Hansen
Thomas J. LeFebvre
Mark A. Mathewson
Michael Romberg
For continuning improvements to the graphical forecast
editor allowing the system to be used in river forecast and
national centers, as well as for tailoring GFE systems for the
meteorological agencies of Taiwan and Australia.

NOAA Employees and Team Members of
the Month

July
Kenneth Nock, OAR
Bill Deringer, NWS

August
Rufus Washington, CFO
Mike Kimberling, NESDIS

September
Larry Loewen, OMAO
Jin Wang, NOS



6

Many thanks to those individuals who contributed
so much to the success of today’s program

Special thanks to:

NOAA Incentive Awards Program Manager
Jennifer L. Heyob, WFMO

NOAA Communications & External Affairs
Jerry Slaff

Incentive Awards Program Line and Corporate Office Representatives
Sloane Strother, NOS
Delores Frazier, NWS
Flanisha Barrett, NWS

Cheryl Alexander, NMFS
Yolanda Cooper, OAR

Christina Heyse, NESDIS
Kathy Lewis, USEC

Nancy Jackson, OMAO
Mary Ortiz, OMAO
Debra Rodgers, CFO

Marilou Shanefelt, OGC
Denise M. Tyler-Littleford, AGO

Cynthia Burley, CAO


